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INTELLECTUALS PRAISE LYUDMILA ZHIVKOVA, DECISIONS OF PLENUM ON CULTURE 


Sofia NARODNA KULTURA in Bulgarian 12 Feb 82 pp 2, 4, 5 


{Comments by Bulgarian artistic figures at the Ninth Plenum of the Committee for 
Culture on 1 February 1982: "With the Leninist April Policy in the Area of Culture 
and Art")] 


[Text] The Ninth Plenum of the Committee for Culture held oan 

1 February has caused the bre-adest social interest. The previous 
issue of the newspaper, 5 February 1982, contained the speeches 

of Comrade Aleksandur Lilov, member of the Politburo and secretary 
of the BCP Central Committee, and the newly elected chairman of 
the Committee for Culture, Comrade Georgi Yordanov, candidate 
member of the Politburo of the BCP Central Committee. 


In this issue we publish statements by plenum participants. 


A Pure, Ardent Cause Has Been Bequeathed Us: People's Artist, Academician Dechko 
Uzunov, Hero of Socialist Labor 


First, Il would like to offer my thanks for having been given an opportunity to 
speak at this exceptionally important plenum as well as a long participant in the 
development of our culture. 


I remember how it was then. I have lived both through good and bad moments of our 
culture, both before 9 September and afterwards. It seems, in looking around, that 
here I may be the oldest in years but...not in spirit. 


[ am rather well acquainted also with the development of culture and art in many 
nations. But what has been done since the April Plenum, the creative atmosphere - 
which has been engendered and the scope and ascent of the creative impulses--this 
has been something unknown both in our nation and abroad and would have been im- 
possible without the support, concern and confidence of the party and state. 


the development of the social-state principle has increased state thinking in the 
creative activities of the unions and has further strengthened the creative aspect 
in state activities. The serious artists have taken heart, they have unleashed 
their creative forces and at present we can be pleased with the exceptional re- 
sults, exceptional not only for Bulgaria but generally for modern art. We know 





that if there had been no April Plenum, if there had not been the party's confi- 
dence and if there had not been the pure aspirations and ideas of Lyudmila chivkova 
who spiritually raised all our cultural policy, neither the authority of our 
Artists Union or the prestige of our art outside Bulgaria would not be as it is. 


Vur union has achieved exceptional successes. It makes our traditions widely known 
among the community, it is actively involved and the first to work out its program 
tor aesthetic indoctrination, it democratizes artistic life, it is broadening its 
ties with the okrugs and is creating an atmosphere of tolerance in which both the 
young and the old can fully express themselves. Abroad our art and our union are 
spoken of with exceptional respect and this is true of the state's attitude toward 
the creative persons and of the support which we have. Many countries envy us for 
this. 


it is most pleasing that our public is growing with us. For us this is very im- 
portant because art is a dialogue between the public and the author and the higher 
the level on which this is carried out the more elevated a nation is in spiritual 
terms. 


Lyudmila Zhivkova shed sunlight on the past, present and future of Bulgarian cul- 
ture, in disclosing it widely to the people and causing it to be spoken of every- 
where in the world. The ideas of Lyudmila Zhivkova on the integrity and unity of 
development, on a harmoniously developed individual, on spiritual purity and moral- 
ity as a part of aesthetics--this is the content of an artist's daily existence. 
For this reason she was one with the artists and they were one with her. "Creativ- 
ity, beauty and unity" is the motto which causes us to believe in the future, in 
peace and the happiness of mankind. 


Lyudmila lived, created and burned with all her strength for these noble ideas and 
consumed herself for them so young! 


Our leadership, let us not doubt it, will] continue this pure, fiery cause which she 
has bequeathed to us. We know that this is not an easy process. There always will 
be forces which will try to obstruct our development. But development and experi- 
ence have shown, and this was emphasized in the speech of Comrade Lilov, that we 
cannot turn back. 


We, the cultural leaders, want to hear this and will seek this from the new leader- 
ship of the Committee for Culture. 


Once again may I cordially wish the leadership of the Committee for Culture a "Best 
Wishes!" and do not forget that we elected it in the name of the bright ideas for 
which Lvudimila Zhivkova died! 


A Republic of Art and Culture: Honored Artist, Svetozar Donev, Chief Artistic 
Leader and Director of the National Academy Theater for Opera and Ballet 


The Plenum of the Committee for Culture is being held at a time when our national 
socialist musical culture is in an exceptionally rich, I would say, full-blown 
period. Bulgarian composers and musicians are in a political upsurge and are full 
of enthusiasm which is bringing us great creative victories. The 12th BCP Congress 





and its documents are the sense of our creative life and of our artistic existence. 
Our musical communi’y is unified and strongly and organically linked with party 
policy in the area of cultural life. 


In actuality, our nation is a republic with a generous abundance of artistic holi- 
days which inspire both the creators and ordinary workers. These holidays are 
vivid artistic creations, great modern art and its strong and precise effect. 


the program for national aesthetic indoctrination, the long-term program of the 
Committee for Culture for the harmonious development of the individual, the child- 
ren’s Banner of Peace Ensemble, the holding of foreign cultural days in our nation 
and our cultural days in other countries have opened up broad horizons for the ar- 
tistic intelligentsia and have raised the level of the public. Our musical life is 
moving to a qualitative new stage. From well arranged concert programs and musical 
performances we have created a dramaturgy of musical life, that is, each month, 
each week, each day of the year have their sense and are part of the whole, of the 
larger view. In this dramaturgy are to be found the basic prevalent lines and at 
least a tew complimentary ones which in the given period are becoming leading. 

This musical Life is producing its own certain subjects which are leading »ur musi- 
cal creators and spectators purposefully forward. The thematic question in musical 
lite is a serious two-sided creative process which has nothing in common with or- 
dinary concert activities. Here there must be its long-range preliminary planning 
without which modern musical activity is impossible. At present the plans which 
direct out musical life are 2-year ones but there must also be 3-year and even 4- 
year ones. 


All of this is no accident. 


It is one of the numerous examples of the profound philosophical penetration with 
which Lyudmila Zhivkova delved into the essence of our cultural life. She clearly 
delimited the specific features of the entire creative process, she viewed these 
processes in movement and over time and found their precise place in the general 
cultural front. Lyudmila Zhivkova led us forward continuously, in organically 
linking together strict analysis with an inspired enrichment by all the new ideas 
and new ways for realizing these ideas. She led us along an untrod, difficult but 
noble path. 


Lyudmila Zhivkova was an exceptional individual, truly well rounded and gifted with 
the qualities of a spirit that was very sensitive to great art. I think that 
henceforward we will rediscover and become aware of many of her views, thoughts, 
ideas and notions and probably years later ia the future plans of the Committee for 
Culture and in the program for the harmonious development of the individual we will 
re-encounter the creativity and scientific works of Lyudmila Zhivkova. 


Our culture is truly particularly rich in its national school of singing. Our 
people are happy and proud for their singers who are the offspring of Bulgarian 
creative genius. But these singers are not only great voices but are also great 
individuals and great citizens. With cnormous success they spread the name of Bul- 
garia literally to every corner of our planet and this is done not just by great 
voices but also by the fact that they are well rounded citizens, communists and 
creators who are the offspring of our socialist reality and its zealous 














propagandists. When we speak of the political maturity of the Bulgarian musicians, 
our singers are one of the most vivid proofs. 


Untortunately, we are still in debt to certain party decisions and certain deci- 
sions taken at the Third Congress on Culture. In certain centers of the nation we 
have an overload of musical performances and at the same time areas which are poor 
in musical life. These problems are not just organizational ones but are problems 
of spiritual growth and of the indoctrination of our contemporaries. We also have 
an imbalance of musical types and this creates one-sidedness in the aesthetic in- 
dectrination of the youth and children. The cultural unions must take a Leading 
part in resolving these problems as they are the leaders of the artistic processes 
and the main Link between the creator and the spectator. 


More than 25 years have passed since the April BCP Pienum. And during these years 
the party has shown great affection, a delicate responsive attitude and concern as 
well as great warmth and attention for the talents and indoctrination of the 
artists. In this atmosphere many great artists have been born and fiourished, 
communists and nonparty persons who are loyal sons of our people. But with the 
same affection and loyalty the artistic intelligentsia accepts the party's policy 
as its recognized inner need. The party's April line has provided rich and un- 
precedented scope for joyous creativity. Our artistic and creative intelligentsia 
is creating, producing and living in a healthy, serene and pure atmosphere. 


We are greatly in debt to the creator and organizer of the April spirit, this 
April soil which has produced such exceptional fruit. The great attention and 
cordial, comradely attitude of Comrade Todor Zhivkov and his enormous charm as a 
communist, man and leader give us great strength and inspiration. 


| would like to recall that the resolution of the 12th BCP Congress on the question 
of the 25th anniversaty of the April Plenum pointed out: “The most essential and 
most important victory in the spiritual area is an organic combination of the 
steady organizing of the ideas, ideals and principles of socialism and the ever- 
further unleashing of the creative forces and capabilities of the people and the 
individual man, the creation of a creative climate in the spiritual activities of 
society, an atmosphere of mutual respect and trust between the party and the 
people's intelligentsia. Without any exaggeration we can define the new, socialist 
fulgaria as a republic of popular and social love for art, as a republic of art 

and culture." This again brings out one of the most distinguishing features of our 
first party and state leader, Comrade Todor Zhivkov, his unflagging energy and his 
miraculous flair for the new. 


foday we have elected the chairman of the Committee for Culture and we will elect 
the new leadership of the Committee for Culture. Exceptionally important tasks 
confront our committee and ourselves. We have been enriched by all that Lyudmila 
Zhivkova has left us, we are well armed with the party's decisions in the cultural 
irea and in front of us is great scope for work, serious, profound and creative 
work. 


| cordially wish Comrade Georgi Yordanov, the new leadership and all of us great 
victories and true lasting success on the cultural front in the name of the bright 
communist future of our people. 





Let Us Continue What Has Been Created Up to Now and Let Us Enrich It: Academician 
Panteley Zarev, Hero of Socialist Labor and Deputy Chairman of the BAN [Bulgarian 


Academy of Sciences |] 


the Ninth Plenum is greatly important both for the Committee for Culture as well as 
tor the turther development of our culture. This was also suggested to us by the 
speech which we heard at the plenum and by the circumstance that a chairman of the 
Committee for Culture has been elected. 


It is no accident that the discussion has come round to the prime source, to the 
party April Plenum. Much has been said about the April Plenum, its results, its 
liberating might and its consequences. In addition to the freedom from constraints 
we are pleased at present by the creative thinking fostered in the political realm, 
in the economy and culture precisely by the April Plenum. I would merely like to 
point out that during the 1970's, this liberating creative spiritual force spoke 
particularly emphatically with the pathos of great aspirations, I would say, with 
the pathos of heroics. 


After 9 September and immediately up to the April Plenum, we endeavored to create 
new citizens and a new human personality. Gut we sought to do this, if it can be 
so expressed, with reduced ideological means. We did not permit the human individ- 
ual to become aware of all the historical, national and international to which we 
pay tribute now. This broadens one's viewpoint, it enriches thoughts and feelings 
and most importantly it strengthens modern aspirations. At present, from the 
youngest to the eldest generation, we feel our land, we feel our people, we feel 
their history and we work for them. Our socialist ideal is a patriotic ideal, to 
icgquire even greater socialist strength in order to bring us even closer to social- 
ism. After the April Plenum after the cause of the 1970's, we have been working 
for bulgaria in working for a serene future of the world and mankind. Because the 
person who knows his grandfathers and is intoxicated by their strength and their 
human aspirations works well for the future and loves his present motherland, its 
goals and ideals. This person knows the battles and victories of his people and 
gathers his strength for new humane battles and for new peaceful victories. This 
person believes in Labor and in the closeness, in the unity of the people. 


We do not recreate the past in order to contemplate it or to become intoxicated by 
a showy thing but rather to reach its inner thought to that which can lead us 
through the hopes and through the hardships of the present to the future. 


A wealth of ideas began to flood our world in the 1970's. A practical desire 
brought out and showed true Bulgarian culture, from the ancient Thracian antiquities 
to the ikons of the Middle Ages. This had never been done before (and particularly 
in our soctalist times because we did not respect the truth that this was a part 

of us). 


the honor for this achieved innovative matter goes to the former chairman of the 
Committee for Culture, Lyudmila Zhivkova, one who surrounded by writers, artists 
and musicians picked up on all the new ideas. 


The view of the human personality has also changed. Man is stressed as an indi- 
vidual, that is, as a highly developed personality the ideal of which is heroic 











diversity, a socialist personality as well as profoundly humanitarian calling for 
peace and tor the spiritual values of the highly human ideal. 


the programs for aesthetic indoctrination and the all-round development of the in- 
dividual and tor increased spirituality in our modern socialist society are our 
great accomplishment. In order to accomplish this on time, during the 1970's and 
at the beginning of the 1980's, this required unusual will inherent to the charac- 
ter of the Bulgarian people, a firmness and that heroic aspect of the Bulgarian 
which was extolled in our folksongs. We mention this heroic aspect in recalling 
what has been done by Lyudmila Zhivkova. 


All that was done by effort and will which at times overcame our resistance must 
not be abandoned. A vac’ um must not be allowed to be created between yesterday 

and today in the developwent of the ideas and directions which the April Plenum has 
given us and which have also come to us from each new creative initiative of the 
party. 1 teel the fortuitous choice of the new chairman which we have made today 
is 4 guarantee of this. The just-elected chairman not only worked closely with 
Lyudmila Zhivkova but also has great experience in the cultural area and in re- 
solving its theoretical and practical questions, in addition to personal tact and 
personal charm. Now it is for us to move forward. 


llowever, when we look to the future we must bear in mind the dramatic situation 
which exists in our modern world. We must gain more and more friends, admirers of 
our culture and of our history during a difficult and tense time. This requires a 
sreat deal of tenacity, based, certainly, on the already-won authority. This also 
requires a certain level of our national, of our current accomplishments. It is 
essential to support a desire for the large-scale, for the true and for the 
original. We must go ever-deeper into our past and create both an art and a sci- 
ence with a profoundness of thoughts and feelings, with foresight. The mediocre-- 
whether it be in science or in art--cannot be allowed to participate in the crea- 
tion of the world spiritual process. 


We are already well aware that we must continue what we have created up to now and 
errich it. Certainly our new, modern socialist world must create a man with all 
his possible integral richness and the creative man must express his world through 
himselt. We have realized that we must fight even with our spiritual enrichment 
against the external conditions as well as against those which are in us, against 
ourselves. This is the highest awareness of a modern heroic cause. This awareness 
requires that we be loyal to ourselves and that we constantly subordinate the 

world to a creative will. 


Ihe speech which we have heard and the election of the chairman which we have car- 
ried out suggest to us that we will move forward, without being frustrated by any, 
even 4 temporary standstill. 


Our party headed by Comrade Todor Zhivkov has found a mine of vital strength in the 
people, it has long experience in leading the epoch and in creating the great and 
the significant in our present history. We have joined the present competition of 
cultures with innovative, permanent and unshakable principles. From them also de- 
rives our faith in the new and original deeds which will lead us ever-forward. 


Let Us Not Forget--Art Must Primarily Indoctrinate the Youth: Prof Nadezhda Seykova, 
Rector of the Krust’o Sarafov Higher Institute for Theatrical Arts 


The Ninth Plenum of the Committee for Culture has been of exceptional importance. 
And aot only for the fact that we have elected the leadership which must continue 
our party's cultural policy but also because the speech of Comrade Aleksandur Lilov 
and the speech of Comrade Georgi Yordanov were a serious analysis of our cultural 
policy and they outlined its future path. 


this plenum also is of exceptional significance because it has been held in a dif- 
ticult international situation which obliges us as the creators of culture to re- 
assess and analyze our works and to confirm that which is positive and leads us 
torward. tit has also been very significant because in this memorable, holy jubilee 
year tor us, Bulgaria has become an object of international culture, Bulgaria has 
thrown open its windows and gates to world culture and has been judged. Bulgaria 
has shown the spiritual treasures of its people. Our national self-esteem has ac- 
quired greater strength and we have become more confident as part of world culture. 


All of this we owe to Lyudmila Zhivkova, to her self-denial and her great self- 
sacritice. To her bright memory we are responsibie for our further deeds and for 
our further work. We are responsible and we are obliged to continue her sacred 


> ause . 


Very otten Bulgarian cultural leaders and artists forget or merely become accus- 
tomed to the great affection and concern shown by the party as it has become part 
of our daily life. Recently I was in the Netherlands in connection with the coming 
theater forum the “Theater of Nations.” The very fact that our nation will be the 
host to the theaters of 35 nations, that we will have an opportunity to share our 
thoughts and impressions and will be able to learn from the theatrical art of the 
entire world and of all continents shows our great cultural policy. In going with 
Docent? Kanushev to choose the performances for the “Theater of Nations,” we were. 
amazed that a nation such as the Netherlands which holds one of the first places in 
terms of the standard of Living does not have its own national theater. Moreover 
we were torced to watch the performances in halls which could not really be termed 
such as well as in small rooms which were rather poor and not completely clean. We 
were also amazed by the reply to our question: “What would Holland be presenting 
at the international forum to show its national, native theatrical culture?" The 
anewer was that what is Dutch is avantguardism. We were told that Dutch art does 
not have any problems because they simply are a very rich nation and have solved 
all theirc problems. I feel that our April party line has provided us with freedom 
of creativity and in our nation invention and innovativeness are encouraged. But 
can there be innovation and discovery without a national culture, without the roots 
of a national tradition! 


At the session of the committee which was organizing this theater forum, we were 
also amazed by the fact that such a rich nation as the United States, the president 
of which is an actor, has refused to give a subsidy even to one theatrical group 

in order to attend this forum. It turns out that this is not the first time. 


At times we forget these things because concern for us has become part of our 
everyday life. At present we are all creating freely and rejoice in the climate of 








the April line. But sometimes we merely repeat mechanically “April party line” but 
we Must mot forget how illuminating this line is and what it represents for our art 
and culture. We at times forget the great conc -n shown personally by Comrade 
lodor Yhivkov tor the creators of culture and for their works. He personally knows 
the artists, he has met personally with them, spoken with them and has shown an in- 
terest in their work and their creativity. All our theatrical creators know that 
there is virtually no theater which has nor been attended by Comrade Todor Zhivkev. 
Untortunately not all the theatrical critics can boast of the same thing. We re- 
joice in this atmosphere, we breathe this fresh air, but we are not always suff i- 
clently vigilant of its purity. Sometimes we are the victims of our own selfish- 
ness, Our own egocentrism, our own ambitions, we engage in petty conflicts and in 
some not very pleasant group siruggles and we forget the great goal, the great idea. 
| think thet we should not forget this. Sometimes we do not see the forest for the 


trees. 


Let us be angry with our weeknesses and let us be demanding on ourselves. But let 
us als. not forget our belief in what is bright and what is positive in our people. 


| would Like to quote Comrade Zhivkov in his report at the 12th Congress: “Bulgar- 
ian sectalist culture must make art and its values a vital necessity and a source 
of human cheer, optimism and an inspiration for labor and life.” As a member of 
the selection committee for the performances of this theater forum, I recently was 
in Poland. There | saw with my own eyes and felt in my heart what it means when a 
creative person has forgotten the positive goal and the great idea. Then he be- 
comes the victim of moods, then he becomes confused and is drowned in the maelstrom 
of events. But our theater is a living art, and it emotionally captivates the 
viewers. Some of our director colleagues say that the theater should be above poi- 
ities, that the theater must not be concerned with politics but in essence their 
performances were political. But their politics were not always in step with the 
demands of our parity and our great art and unfortunately, since theater is a living 
art, this charmed the viewers and very emotionally fascinated the masses. 


It must not be forgotten for an instant that our art must primarily indoctrinate 
the youth because they are our future and the main goa. of the program for aesthetic 
indoctrination of the Committee for Culture is the indoctrination of the younger 
generation. I would like to say that if we do not carry out this pregram it can 
remain an ideal, wonderful program but all of us must carry c<t this program by our 
every step, our every deed. We all recall the statement of Georgi Dimitrov of how 
trom the theater's balcony he learned from the art of the great actress Adriana 
hudevska and how he was indoctrinated by it. We must not forget that art indoctrin- 
ates our ideals. I would again like te urge that we increase the demands placed on 
ourselves, on our criteria and on our work in order to carry out the deeds which 
contront us. 


| would like to extend best wishes to the new leadership of the Committee for Cul- 
ture and assure the comrades that all of us have total confidence in this leader- 
ship and that we will do everything pessible to carry out the party's policy. 


Finally | would like to remind again that we not forget, as Comrade Todor Zhivkov 
has said, that “art by its miraculous force can captivate the youth and direct its 
aspirations and that art can hold a man of any generation highly erect as a fighter 








and creator with inspired ideals and a pure morality." Let all of work for these 
ins»xired ideals and this pure morality! 


Let Us Be Intolerant of Artistic Mediocrity: Corresponding Member of the BAN, 
Atanas Stoykov, Director of the Scientific Association for Art Studies 


We all recall the great cause of our chairman, Lyudmila Zhivkova, and burn with the 
desire to continue this, cause and to enrich and develop it further. 


fhe past 25 years of the consistent application, development and enrichment of the 


April party line have provided abundant fruit in the field of aesthetics, the 

theory and history of culture and art as well as artistic criticism. Not only have 
we overcome the then-prevailing extremely limited, normative and hopelessly Utopian 
approach, but they have been revised on the bases of creative Marxism-Leninism. At 


the same time their methodological and procedural instrumentarium have been en- 
riched and broadened. Scores of aestheticians, literary scholars, art historians 
and students of culture of all generations have grown up and appeared, valuable and 
original works have been created and some of them have become known abroad. 


Such tacts convincingly bespeak the increased capabilities of our aesthetics and of 
our artistic and cultural thought. Precisely during this quarter of a century the 
bases have been established for the scientific institutes of culture, folklore, 
architecture and urban Gevelopment and these have made significant contributions 
and accomplishments in studying our artistic culture. A whole series of new spe- 
cialized magazines have appeared and these are working out the urgent problems of 
the various arts and tolklore as well as our artistic heritage. We are publishing 
multi-volume histories of the individual types of arts, encyclopedias and other 
multi-volume artistic works which are of important significance for thoroughly in- 
vestigating our artistic heritage and for indoctrinating the workers and the youth 
in a true patriotic spirit. Our aestheticians, art and literary critics take an 
active part in the intense artistic life of the nation, in all the initiatives of 
the Committee for Culture and the creative unions and in elaborating and applying 
the program tor national aesthetic indoctrination. 





These, stated very briefly and far from fully are some of the essential successes 
of our sciences of art and culture in the last 25 years. As much as they fill us 
with legitimate pride, they still should not blind us. It is our duty primarily to 
see and recognize what we still have not achieved, our weaknesses and shortcomings, 
to disclose the reasons for them and to have a clear prospect of what awaits us and 
how to achieve this. Our party teaches us this. 


Our basic shortcoming has been the great lag in the theoretical elaboration of our 
contemporary artistic development and criticism. Here first of all, with the 
present ever-greater and tangible participation of Bulgaria in the world artistic 
exchange and process, it is essential for us to have well-trained critics and art 
historians who know not only our own, Bulgarian art but also the basic trends and 
accomplishments in the socialist community and in the non-socialist nations. At 
the present moment, and I am obliged very sincerely and responsibly to state this 
at our plenum, you could count on the fingers of your hand the number of scholars 
who meet all these high demands of our times. In order not to continue our lag in 
this area in the future, it is essential with the support of the Committee for 








Culture to train more young personnel in the next few years and provide them with 
jobs in the corresponding scientific areas. 


We have the ambition of making our contribution to successfully carrying out the 
yreat and noble task which has been set by the 12th BCP Congress, namely to raise 
the ideological and artistic level of the creative activities in our nation and to 
create works which by their profound socialist content and national uniqueness will 
be ot lasting general human significance. We can achieve this, certainly, not by 
waiting until the necessary younger personnel has grown up but even today and 
tomorrow by organizing and directing much better than hithertofore our scientific 
'urces in increasing their responsibility and ambition. At the same time we must 
turther the desire and aspiration to create significant theoretical works on the 
most pertinent questions of Bulgarian and world artistic development. A recent ex- 
ample in this area has been provided us by Comrade Lilov and it is our duty to fol- 
low it. 


An exceptionally important theoretical and practical question which demands a tho- 
rough and profound examination is that of the effectiveness of artistic life and 
works. Just what does such effectiveness consist of and by what means and methods 
can this effectiveness be achieved? 


No longer can we be satisfied just by the high attendance rate of our theaters and 
movies or by the increased demand for a number of books. More and more we must in- 
vestigate what lies behind the figures and the data and endeavor more to truly 
bring together the broad masses of the people and primarily the youth with the 
works of true great art, Bulgarian and foreign. Here a whole series of most essen- 
tial questions arise and upon them depends the increased effectiveness of artistic 
works. For example, to what degree true great works of art are supported and dis- 
seminated, to what degree and how they are publicized or even, if you will, adver- 
tised, what explanatory work is accompanying them aud so forth. As you can see, 
all urgent questions which need a profound, scientific elaboration. 


From the rostrum of the 12th Party Congress, Comrade Todor Zhivkov stated that "we 
must bear in mind that the future of our motherland depends upon multiplying the 
personal qualities of man and upon his continuous self-improvement as a citizen, 
worker and creator." But certainly one of the main means for this continuous self- 
improvement and for multiplying personal qualities in man is precisely his close 
contact with the world of true great art! Hence again we are convinced of the 
enormous permanent significance of the question concerning the effectiveness of 
artistic Life as well as the content, means and forms of aesthetic indoctrination. 


One major problem which was posed with renewed emphasis by the 12th Party Congress 
was that of artistic criticism, the compulsory class-party evaluation of artistic 
works and intolerance of artistic mediocrity and impotence. This problem can be 
resolved only by the common, coordinated efforts of the artistic critics and cre- 
ators and of the entire diverse group which is brought together and coordinated by 
the Committee for Culture. It might be wise to devote one of our subsequent 
plenums to precisely this exceptionally important problem a successful solution to 
which is of equal interest to both the workers in literature and art as well as the 
numerous admirers, readers, viewers and listeners of artistic works. 
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ile past year was unusually noteworthy in the exceptionally important anniversaries. 
the name ot Bulgaria and Bulgarian culture gained great recognition everywhere in 
the world. This obliges all of us to be the worthy children of our people, of the 
age-old traditions and achievements of the ancient cultures of our lands and of our 
own age-old Bulgarian culture as well as to aim at adding to our riches in order to 
take an evermore visible part in the world artistic process. During this year when 
we are celebrating the centennial birthday of our great Georgi Dimitrov, let us 
more often recall his words that in the area of culture there are no great or little 
peoples. And let these words be our hope in our efforts and aspiration for new 
enormous victories in our socialist culture. 


Let Us Think, Let Us Trust One Another, Let Us Be Frank and Honest: Nedyalko 
Yordanov, Deputy Chairman of the Burgas Okrug Culture Council 


The Ninth Plenum of the Committee for Culture has been held at a difficult and con- 
tradictory time. We are living in the decisive penultimate decade of the 20th 
century, a century of two world wars and a great revolution, a century of the 
brutalizing and humanizing of mankind, a century of surprising turns and at the 
same time the regular advance of the forces of good and justice. If I permit my- 
selt to say this to you it is not in order to review the international situation 
but rather because the question of the destiny of mankind more than any other con- 
cerns us and, what is most terrible and possibly most natural, concerns our pre- 
maturely developed and intormation-laden children. 


What awaits us, destruction or development, death or creation? What does the 
tuture hold in store for us? 


fhe tuture is made today and not tomorrow! 


fomorrow depends upon today. Our destiny tomorrow, our tomorrow's smile or tears, 
our tomorrow's happiness or despair depend upon our today's wisdom and far- 
sightedness, upon our today's sober and precise thinking and upon our today's de- 
cisive or irrational gesture. 


| see people around me hurrying off to their job, involved in their daily concerns 
and problems and I wonder have they ever been so calm, so convinced and so secure 
in their tomorrow. 1 wonder what brings them together and what makes them so? 
What has brought together this small people and bit by bit, step by step bring it 
steadily upwards along the high road of progress? Was it religious fanaticism? 
Was it philistine satisfaction with prosperity? Was it an apolitical or disinter- 
ested attitude in the problems of our times? Was it chauvanistic blindness? Was 
it an anarchistic mechanism? 


All ot this is alien to our people. 


there is the timely example of the dividing of a nation led by a short-sighted 
policy nd instigated by alien forces hostile to socialism. And if every Bulgarian 
citizen .elps and continues to help this people, this happens because of the great 
Bulvarian heart and because of the conviction of each Bulgarian that what is hap- 
pening there will never happen here, in Bulgaria. 
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the people believe in their party because the party believes in its people and in 
this mutual trust lies the strength of our society. 


Our weneration, the generation of April, at times finds it inconvenient to say 

these words because for us they are an axiom and not a theorem which must be con- 

Stantly proven. But there always comes a moment when it is essential to say these 
words clearly and loudly. 


We have grown under the balmy wafts of the April wind not to be weather vanes but 
rather to direct our young wings in its direction. April has given us the right to 
think, to trust one another and to be frank and honest. Trust is a hand given for 
help and support and not for alliance and mutual allegiance. Without trust, art 
wzrows either into malice or into whatever-will-sell insincerity. Each revolution 
needs its art not only when it has been victorious but also when it is in an embry- 
onic state, when the presentiment for the future is unclear. Because the voice of 
the cannons rings in one's ears while the voice of art flows into the heart along 
with the voice of ideas. 


At present more than at any other time the figures in culture and art have high 
political powers and unlimited creative rights. And this demands that we be on the 
crest of the great wave of the age and that we be responsible both as artists, as 
citizens and as ordinary persons to their people. History will not forgive us for 
the missed opportunities, for the false rhetoric, the pompous routine, professional 
banality, petty skepticism, or insincere pathetics devoid of human feeling. 


The April line is not a fashionable, temporary line, it is not a sidestreet or 
blind alley but rather the main path along which we are moving. 


Neither the Cold War outside nor the remnants of the retrograde dogmatic thinking 
inside can freeze its spring breath as we believe deeply and firmly in this. Be- 
cause two generations have already been raised in its spirit and the third, young- 
est generation is reaping handfuls of its real, mature fruit. 


It is both unjust and cruel that one of its most dedicated and most sensitive 
tighters was prematurely consumed in the great battle for beauty. Here we could 
not save those tardy, bitter words of gratitude which unjustly were never said be- 
fore. There remains for us human pain, the extolling of the worker and concern for 
the commenced job. "If I die for something beloved--such a warm, dedicated death 
is better than a cold, disbelieving life," said the poet Heine. Upon no one else 
but us depends whether the death of a person will bring her ideas alive. 


| believe profoundly that this will be the case. 


The Unutilized Opportunities of the Central Creative Institutes and Collectives: 
Nayde Ferkhadova, Secretary of the Kurdzhali Okrug BCP Committee 


fhe Ninth Plenum of the Committee for Culture quite naturally focused its atten- 
tion chiefly on the future. The memory of Lyudmila Zhivkova whose name will always 
be linked with the exceptionally fruitful path of Bulgarian socialist culture in 
the following years more strongly than ever inspires and will inspire the thoughts 
for the future. This culture is not merely a passive captive of our communist 
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tuture but is also one of its most important builders. I feel that all of us, the 
contemporaries of present-day Bulgaria who are making their contribution on one or 
another tront of its creative field are fortunate in our optimism in the future in- 
spired by the April line of the BCP. 


Along with all the social groups and strata of the people, our artistic and cre- 
itive intelligentsia has justification for such optimism. Over the entire post- 
April period, it has been surrounded by the exceptional attention and concern of 

the party, its Central Committee and Comrade Todor Zhivkov personally. The deci- 
sions ot the 12th Party Congress are also a new, powerful support for the cultural 
workers. The speech of Comrade Todor Zhivkov to the student youth of 7 December 
1981 is also a source of enormous optimism based on an objective scientific Marxist- 
Leninist analysis of the future social processes. At the same time this speech is 

a new appeal to the artists to explain the great truth of our socialist system and 
to tight even more strongly against the manifestations of the minor truth. 


Ihe speech of Comrade Aleksandur Lilov again demonstrated the boundless trust of 
our party in our socialist cultural workers. And most pleasing is the fact that 
this contidence and respect between the party and our people's intelligentsia, as 
was emphasized in the resolution of the 12th Congress on the question of the 25th 
anniversury of the April Plenum, are reciprocal and have been crowned with accom- 
plishments that have won the recognition of not only the nation but also on an in- 
ternational scale. 


At present it is natural that all thoughts and ambitions are being focused and the 
entire creative potential of all divisions in the "Culture" complex are being 
mobilized to carry out the main social function of culture, that is, to shape a 
well-rounded and harmoniously developed personality. Among the most important pre- 
requisites tor achieving this goal, on the basis of experience in Kurdzhali Okrug, 

| would mention two particularly favorable factors: the program-oriented principle 
established as the style of the Committee for Culture and the new economic mechanism. 


Already sufficient experience has been gained and this most categorically confirms 
that the innovative and searching spirit of the Committee for Culture as expressed 
in its comprehensive programs has been crowned by a broad ideological and aesthetic 
impact on the entire people. Here I could give numerous facts from the cultural 
life of Kurdzhali Okrug which confirm the words of Marx that “culture ceases to be 
a privilege of the minority and is turned into an essential condition for the pro- 
duction and reproduction of the human labor force and individuals.” Artistic cul- 
ture, whether through books, the movies or fine arts, through the theater or music, 
has become part and parcel of daily Life for the people of Kurdzhali Okrug. 


ihe comprehensive programs tor aesthetic indoctrination and for honoring great in- 
dividuals such as Rerikh, Leonardo da Vinci, Lenin and the Philosopher Constantin- 
Cyril, as well as the international Banner of Peace Ensemble establish an effective 
basis tor a true, popular approach to aesthetic indoctrination. This approach cre- 
ites conditions for encouraging the artist and the creator in each individual. In 
developing in the workers the national attributes of the Bulgarian people as ex- 
pressed not as a consumer but rather as a creative attitude toward spiritual values, 
the program for aesthetic indoctrination at the same time is turned into a powerful 
factor for shaping the overall spiritual and aesthetic make-up of all the workers in 
our socialist motherland. 











At the Sotia Komsomol Conference, Comrade Todor Zhivkov said that artistic creativ- 
ity is not one of many but rather one of the basic and main, one of the decisive 
tactors in shaping the human personality. The comprehensive programs for the Com- 
mittee tor Culture have already shown in practice that through aesthetic indoctrina- 
tion, the tasks are carried out of acquainting all the members of our socialist 
society with socialist national culture and on this basis an even more monolithic 
ideological-political unity with BCP policy is achieved. 


For this reason the specific program and multiplier approach in the planning of cul- 
tural activities, we are profoundly convinced, is not only a major victory in the 
leadership and control of cultural life but also a requirement in carrying out the 
tasks confronting our cultural front. 


There is another question of employing the great reserves which are to be found in 
this experience for achieving even higher ideological, social and aesthetic effec- 
tiveness in the spiritual elevation of the socialist worker. This is an important 
subject, even within the confines of a single okrug, and it will occupy us continu- 
ously. Here I would like, and now on a self-critical level, to raise one of the 
particularly important organizational aspects in the dissemination of cultural 
values. 


It is «a question primarily of the unused opportunities of the central creative in- 
stitutes and collectives and the individual creators. The main reasons for these 
weaknesses in our okrug are to be found in the insufficient initiative and planning 
and in the insufficient consistency of the corresponding institutes in the okrug. 
Instances when we ourselves undertook certain major initiatives as an okrug indi- 
cate that the content of cultural activities could be significantly enriched. In 
this sense Kurdzhali Okrug is grateful to the Union of Bulgarian Artists which by 
numerous independent and okrug shows has won thousands of lovers of art. While be- 
fore the spring of 1980 in the village of Ardino, for example, one could find exact- 
ly five original works of art, after the open-air exhibit "White Birches 80" with 
those given by the 15 artists participating in the exhibit, there were enough for 

a fine exhibit in a small town. Let us mention another effect, that of the enor- 
mous effect when some of the most prominant Bulgarian artists remain for 20 days 
among the ordinary tobacco workers, weavers and miners who through the new canvases 
of their guests perceive new truths about their surroundings. I know these works, 
| cannot say whether they are modern or classic, but the people have accepted them 
and are pleased. Here I would like to reply parenthetically on the dialogue "Con- 
temporary Man and Art" started on 6 January in the newspaper RABOTNICHESKO DELO. 
fhe idea of this subject certainly is very useful but it seems to me that if the 
artists who had participated in our open-air exhibit had read the rather categori- 
cal accusations of the reader Khristov from Pazardzhik against modern art, inevit- 
ably would have recalled their grateful admirers from Ardino with a feeling o 
thanks. 


I am convinced that we do not err when we link the results of making our modern 

artistic literature more familiar to the workers and youth with the fruits of our 
cooperation with the Union of Bulgarian writers. The presence of one of its most 
prominent representatives in the cultural life of our okrug is of exceptional sig- 
nificance both for self-esteem as well as for the ideological and creative growth 


of the local young creators. If one looks at the short list of honored citizens of 
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Kurdzhali, in addition to two cosmonauts, all the others are creators of socialist 
culture, a writer, a composer and a director. We have received great help from the 


Ivan Vazov National Theater and particularly from its director, the People's artist 
Filip Filipov who has directed four pieces on our stage. 


Let me say here that the most perfect mechanism for leading and controlling culture 
could not create miracles if there were not the creative and civil enthusiasm, tlie 
feeling of responsibility and duty so inherent to the best part of our artistic and 
creative intelligentsia. 


| have given these examples only as brief sketches illustrating the correct direc- 
tion for our cooperation with the Sofia cultural institutes and creative unions and 
this direction must now gain much more intensive development. 


Our integration ties with neighboring okrugs are also a major reserve for intensi- 
ftving cultural life. Up to now we have considered this opportunity specifically in 
our cooperation in the area of the theatre and fine arts and to a certain point in 
music as well. We have certain accomplishments. But this is very insufficient. I 
feel that now the very economic mechanism will impel us to even more effective 
measures in enriching our cultural activities. 


Artistic Affairs--Political Activities with Complex Indicators: People's Artist 
Khristo Khristov, Chairman of the Bulgarian Film Union 


Our plenum is being held during a time of growing tension and an exacerbated ideo- 
logical clash. The knights of the Cold War have quickly dusted off their discarded 
armor, put it on and furiously but also pathetically have announced their next cru- 
sade against the ideas of communism, in endeavoring to pull the temperature in in- 
ternational relations “below zero." Feeling the icy shivers of the Cold War, man- 
kind has calmly driven off their attacks and unmasked their moves, insinuations and 
provocations initiated by them. The interview given by the General Secretary of the 
BCP, Comrade Todor Zhivkov, to the English publisher Robert Maxwell, represents such 
a worthy and frank talk. 


From clear ideological positions and in a calm and confident manner the general 
secretary disclosed the truth about our nation, its economic and spiritual develop- 
ment, the basic lines of our peaceful foreign policy and a number of constructive 
proposals for strengthening the international situation. Of special interest for 
us was the emphatic interest of our first party and state leader in the human per- 
sonality and the spiritual problems related to it. He pointed out the significance 
of aesthetic indoctrination at the present stage and the increased opportunities of 
social control which make the complex processes in the spiritual sphere scienti! i- 
cally controllable. 


lhis new document reaffirms the party's consistent and active attitude toward the 
problem of artistic creativity as an inseparable part of its ideological and politi- 
cal activities. The creative atmosphere in artistic life notable immediately a‘ter 
the April Plenum has created and continues to create favorable conditions for the 
peaceful and productive Labor of creators. The party's confidence has united the 
artists around the creative April policy and they have gained an opportunity for 
optimum creative expression. 


15 


| ail 








Under the leadership of Lyudmila Zhivkova, the Committee for Culture undertook 
diverse activities in accord with the goals and tasks formulated in the BCP Program 
tor involving the workers in the fine world of art. With inspiration and complete 
dedication, Lyudmila Zhivkova directed the complex processes in the area of our 
national culture and its successes on the national and international scale are also 
linked to her name. 


In many of his speeches, talks and letters, Comrade Todor Zhivkov has cautioned us 
against the danger of absolutizing one or another aspect of artistic development 

at the expense of others or of confusing obligatory principles with dogmatic pre- 
seripts or personal infatuations. In his speech at a meeting of the Politburo with 
film workers in 1964, he emphasized: "The high ideological level of art, including 
tilm art, requires a highly artistic form. However meaningful the subject of a 
tilm may be, if it is not created with talent and skill, if it is not clothed ina 
beautitul artistic form, a great subject will not stir the viewer and will not be 
meaningful to him." 


In this regard we would Like to express our full support and agreement with the 
article “Lessons of New Artists" by Svetlin Rusev. In a well-argued manner and with 
a protound understanding of the Leninist approach to artistic creativity, the author 
has detended the ideological and artistic principles of our art against cheap specu- 
lation with the name of the people and against those who raise cheap popularity and 
inaccessibility as the supreme criterion of a culture and against those who forget 
that artistic affairs are a particular type of political activity which is measured 
by complex indicators. We are obliged to think constantly of our viewing audience, 
our readers and listeners, we must listen to their opinion but also considering not 
only the quantitative indicator but also the qualitative result of a dialogue with 
them. 


As is known, Lenin criticized the poet Demyan Bednyy for the fact that he ran after 
readers and that “it is essential to be a bit in front of them." Some time ago I 
read a stirring letter from a Soviet teacher, a portion of which I would like to 
quote here: 


"l must voice my great concern," he wrote, “which also probably bothers others. My 
question concerns the films ‘Twelve Days Without War’ and ‘Raising Up" which are 
difticult te understand and require a special mood for the viewer and developed 
skills. Unfortunately these films had a very small audience. It is a pity! With 
a little more effort by those who distribute the films as well as by the viewers, 
they could have had a strong aesthetic experience and felt a shaking impact. Years 
ago in our area, Lipetsk, Tarkovskiy's film ‘Rublev’ was shown to empty theaters. 
Recently, again in our area, his films ‘Rublev' and ‘What Was Seen’ were shown. It 
was impossible to get a ticket. We teachers had done our work well. Such films 
which had been called ‘hermetic’ had made their way to a mass viewing audience." 


| consider it superfluous to comment on the letter from the teacher in Lipetsk. Let 
the conclusions be drawn by the institutes which produce and distribute the large- 

and small-screen films, by the Bulgarian Film Union, the pedagogues and the organi- 
zations which are responsible for the indoctrination of the youth and not only them. 
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During the jubilee year of 1981, our films have made major advances. It is a 
question mainly of certain historical works filmed as part of an ambitious program 
to celebrate the 1,300th anniversary of the Bulgarian state. These are such as 
"Khan Asparukh,” “Measure for Measure” and “The Boyan Master." Here I would like 
to also mention the television series such as “Notes on the Bulgarian Revolts™ and 
“Captain Petko, Military Leader." The direct impact of these works on the movie 
audience was strong and profound and infused with a great patriotic charge. The 
high professionalism of the works and the creative inspiration in their filming put 
them in the vanguard of analogous searches in our modern culture. To these indis- 
putable successes I would like to add the stirring film of Khristo Khovachev en- 
titled "A Man of the People” and the film by Valeri Petrov and Zako Zheskiya “Yo-ho- 
ho” which is slight in format but permeated with lyricism and moral pathos. 


A characteristic trait of our times is the increased social activeness of our con- 
temporaries. This is expressed both in art itself as well as in its perception. 
fhe immoral facts which are still encountered in our life concern the man of our 
times. He responds acutely and calls for retribution. These facts very frequently 
cause social debate and bestir people. 


In recent vears our party's thoughts have been focused with particular energy and 
thoroughness on the vital problems and contradictions of our social development. 

The appropriate documents have been published which do honor to our party as a party 
capable of disclosing and boldly, frankly and decisively solving the problems of 
real socialism, of seeing the arising contradictions and mobilizing the forces to 
solve them. Such a document is the speech recently given by Comrade Todor Zhivkov 
to the student youth. The ideas contained in it are the crux of burning contem- 
porary problems which have direct bearing on artistic creativity as they represent 


the knots of human problems, human fates, and the searches for answers and ways in 
life. 


Art should increase its social role, it should wage a merciless struggle against the 
so-called “minor truth,” it should censure compromising, careerism and a lack of 
principles in leadership, the acutely apparent contradictions between the economy 
and morality, 4 parasitic existence and the abuse of privileges and establish the 
high, ethical ideals of labor. 


it is essential that we constantly delve ever deeper into the social strata of life, 
that we bring out the problems, that we analyze and compare the contradictions 
arising in it as well as the fruitful processes caused by the age of a developed 
socialist soc iety. 


In creating films and artistic works which are smooth and safe in which everything 
ie known to the viewer and there is nothing to challenge him we would be turning 
against true art. 


lime is posing for us new tasks and goals which demand our complete dedication. But 
there is Little time for creativity. As the poet says, between the two dates of our 
birth and death there is only a dash or hyphen behind which is concealed the sense 
and content of an entire human life. The life of a true artist is difficult, full 
of hardships and jovs, of defeats and successes, of grief and joy, and innermost 
confessions which sometimes leave traces on the heart. A life full of a constant 
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desire tor a unity between word and deed, for one’s own active position in life, a 
boldness to defend one's own creative convictions and to live always with a sense 

ot dissatisfaction with what has been achieved. For this it is essential for us to 
continuously improve our art and to increase its humanistic indoctrinational coeffi- 
clent. Our thoughts and creative messages, in order to make the viewer involved in 
them, must reach him mainly through man and solely through his drama. 


These now are the high demands which our times have placed on us. 


At present it is no longer sufficient to merely recreate time and life in our works, 
but it is also essential for us to bear responsibility for this. 


The tilm workers support the new leadership of the Committee for Culture which in- 
cludes the names of our prominent leaders and artists and they will help in carrying 
out all its tasks. 


The Bounteous Harvest of Socialist Culture: Lyubomir Levchev, Chairman of the 
Union of Bulgarian Writers 


| would like first of all to express profound satisfaction with the statement of 
Comrade Aleksandur Lilov and with the wisdom, experience and farsightedness with 
which the BCP Central Committee has again solved the problems of our dynamically 
developing socialist culture. It is a question of the bright development of the 
class-party, Marxist-Leninist, Blagoev-Dimitrov April principles for inspired lead- 
ership of the cultural front. It is a question of affirming the accomplishments 
which are noteworthy in their national and supranational significance and which we 
can compare with a new golden age of Bulgarian culture and which throughout the 
world are called the “Bulgarian miracle.” It is a question of affirming the general 
line deriving from the decisions of the 12th Party Congress. 


The cultural ascent of our nation has been possible only because it is a part of the 
all-round accelerated development of our motherland along the path to socialism and 
communism. It has become possible due to the honest and bold, scientifically sound 
and innovatively inspired continuation of the glorious revolutionary and cultural 
traditions of our people. It is no secret that one of the basic keys to our success 
has been the consistently carried-out policy of a spiritual community with the 
Soviet peoples, that is, with the leading force of progressive mankind in our age. 
For the forging, implementation and historical triumph of this April policy, we are 
fortunately obliged to our first party and state leader, Comrade Todor Zhivkov. 1 
do not know for what he should be thanked most: for his bright Leninist penetra- 
tion into the most complicated essence of the problems of the modern world or for 
his generous Bulgarian heart which has ennobled every party intention with humanity. 
Such qualities and such strength can come only from the people and they make you 
one with them. Undoubtedly this is also the source of socialist patriotism which 
inspires both the miner, the construction worker and the poet. 


The long awaited bounteous harvest of Bulgarian socialist culture has been and re- 
mains eternally Linked with the glowing name of Lyudmila Zhivkova. She was that so 
essential initiator who, with an adroit hand well favored for a feat began this 
harvest in order to lead the old and the young with a sickle of talent and a blade 
of valor. Precisely as the loyal daughter of the people and the party, Lyudmila 
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“hiveova raised theoretically and carried out on a concrete, practical plan the 
problems of the all-round and harmonious development ci the human personality as the 
tuture cell of a communist society. The program for the aesthetic indoctrination of 
the entire people is linked with the talent and foresight of Lyudmila Zhivkova. ler 
bold ideas and accomplishments in disclosing, improving and utilizing the abilities 
ind talents of every man and of the entire society gained the recognition of the 
modern world for Bulgaria. The bells which peoples have presented for the “Banner 
ot Peace” monument proclaim the passionate desire with “unity, creativity and 
beauty” to enthrone peace in the world. Peace was the first word proclaimed by the 
Great October Socialist Revolution. It is the sole password which now opens the 
gates to the future. 


In 4 Single speech it would be possible to enumerate all those many, bold and 
original solutions, the brilliant creative inventions and generally the entire 
treasurehouse of accomplishments in the remarkable political and cultural under- 
takings of Lyudmila Zhivkova. This must be carried high in the future against the 
oncoming adversity of either evil conservatism or “holy simplicity.” It is our duty 
not to forget this much-suffering cause and not abandon it. For those who have suf- 
tered the chills of disbelief or for those who believe that the past controls the 
future, we would recall Vazov's verse: “What does not die will not die.” The 
bright star of Lyudmila Zhivkova appeared in our April firmament precisely when 

this was historically necessary, but we Lost her so prematurely that the loss is 
felt by everyone as a national tragedy. At present, a half year later, we are even 
more clearly aware of the bitter truth that the loss for the people's culture is 
irreparable. But the greatness of our Leninist April policy is precisely that it 
initiates and encourages irreversible processes. I feel that the present-day, so 
dangerous international political situation, the lessons of Poland, particularly 

the rabid revanchism and the unconcealed desire to recover by the world imperialist 
reaction oblige us to emphasize this truth. The bright passage into the future be- 
ing made by the countries of real socialism is irreversible. And we are grateful to 
our Central Committee for this historical optimism given us in the speech by Comrade 
Al. Lilov. 


| listened with pleasure to the new chairman of the Committee for Culture, Comrade 
Georgi Yordanov. I am convinced that he possesses the necessary qualities to con- 
tinue the uneasy path bequeathed us by Lyudmila Zhivkova, to carry out and further 
develop the programs created by her inspiration and to preserve and improve the 
original structures which were created with such affection and innovative daring 

for the “Culture” complex on the basis of the social-state principle. I am firmly 
contident of this because Comrade Georgi Yordanov is the son of the same April time, 
of the same conditions, of the same party and the same people for whom the unforget- 
table Lyudmila Zhivkova consumed herself in wholehearted dedication. Comrade 

Georel Yordanov has acquired great experience over the years in party and social 
atfaire. As | have the fortune to know him at close hand for a long time, I feel 
obliged to emphasize also his enormous affection and understanding of culture, art 
and literature. The flame of more than one cultural holiday was lighted by his hand 
aithough, as is ordinarily the case, a party leader is outside of the theatrically 
intormed circle. I was amazed in conversation that he had always read a new and in- 
teresting book before me. In the evening, when people return to the intimacy of 
their own home, he Listens to classical music and keeps up on literature. I have 
complete confidence in the man who has made art his closest friend. 
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the proposal to renew the leadership of the Committee for Culture with Comrades 
Svetlin Rusev, Dimitur Tupkov and Milen Marinov is a convincing one, I support it 
tervently and urge everyone to support it unanimously. 


So our important successful plenum again arms us with the clear wisdom of the 
Leninist general line ot our party as well as with the important decisions which 
fill ws with confidence in the tomorrow of the new socialist Bulgarian culture. 
All of this gives us an opportunity to worthily greet the congress of Bulgarian 
culture. Our gratitude for the party can be just one thing, inspired, highly 
ideological and highly artistic creativity for the today and tomorrow of our people. 


10272 
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BULGARIA 


REPORT ON ACTORS’ CONGRESS: ACHIEVEMENTS, FUTURE TRENDS DISCUSSED 
Fifth Congress of Bulgarian Actors’ Union 
Sotia NARODNA KULTURA in Bulgarian 26 Feb 82 pp 1, & 


\Text The Fifth Congress of the Union of Bulgarian Actors was held at the Ivan 
Vazov National Theater on 22 and 23 February. Both delegates and guests repre- 
senting theater workers throughout the country surveyed the successful distance 
covered by our socialist theater for the period under consideration and 
analyzed in detail the unresclved problems it faces. 


The cpening ceremony was attended by Aleksandur Lilov, Politburo member and BCP 
Central Committee secretary; Georgi Yordanov, deputy chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and chairman of the Committee on Culture; Petur Dyulgerov, BCP Cen- 
tral Committee Politbure candidate member and chairman of the Bulgarian Trade 
Uniows Central Council; Stoyan Mikhaylov, BCP Central Committee secretary; 
Georgi Dehhearov, State Council deputy chairman; Lyubomir Pavlov, head of the 
Department of Culture, BCP Central Committee; and heads of creative unions and 
sociopolitical erganizations. Delegations cf creative and trade unions from the 
USSR, the GDR, Romania, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Vietnam, Greece and Finland 
were welcomed guests. 





The congress was opened by the oldest Bulgarian theater actor, Honored Actor 
Dimitur Kerasov. 


The memory of Lyudmila Zhivkowa and of theater workers who had passed away 
since the previous congress was honored with a l-minute silence. 


People's Actor Lyubomir Kabakchiev, chairman of the Bulgarian Actors’ Union, 
submitted a report on “Roots, Strength and Position of the Bulgarian Socialist 
Theater.” 


The leadership of the Bulgarian Actors’ Union, the speaker said, submitted a 
separate report to the congress on the overall specific work done by our organ- 
ization. Allow me at this point to raise some questions which must be discussed 
at our Fifth Congress now, today, at the start of 1962. 1 would like this to be 
a trank discussion in the light, clarity and communist principle-mindedness 
which were given to us by the 12th Party Congress--a congress of tremendous 
theoretical and practical significance in terms of the further building of a 
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developed socialist society in our homeland. Unquestionably, the Bulgarian 
socialist theater plays an important role in the party's program for building 
a mature socialist society. It is called upen te contribute with all its means 
to the development of the sccial activeness cf the individual and penetrate 
profoundly in the study ef the secial factors which determine the development 
of the socialist way of life. 


The presentation of contemporary life om the stage in terms of a creative real- 
ity. the speaker said, is mainly the result of our national playwriting: class- 
ical works are being given a new interpretation from the positions of tcday, 
while comtemporary works directly reflect the problems of sccialist reality. 
The main teature which characterizes the growth cf cur present day theater is 
the reftlect_on of the socialist way of life and cf the contemporary character 
in the various labor areas. This reflection is accomplished through a variety 
ef rich and creative individualities. Our contemporary plays have preserved 
and developed all their essential creative trends. We see in them the power of 
political journalism, the epic line of study of the people's destinies, the 
lyrical drama with its crigin based on the civic line of our national poetry, 
criticism, particularly in the field of comedy, as an expression of the 

courage of our seciety te analyze its shortcomings, interest in history as an 
example and a lesson for today and the drama of daily life as a durable trend 
which retlects the heroic and unique features of an ordinary working day. 


Our theater practice has long outlived the theory cf lack of conflict. It has 
discarded simple positive characters without problems and has addressed itself 
to the complex phenomena of our socialist present. In its critical attitude 
toward social weaknesses it is supported by the overall April party policy, by 
the wise and high criterion of socialist values, which Comrade Todor Zhivkov 
has defined as “sacred discontent" with our achievements. However, the achieve- 
ments of our contemporary playwriting practice does mot cover all creative 
oppertunities and some rather substantial problems remain to be resclved. We 
have basic and essential requirements regarding the positive characters in 
come plays. It is a good thing that we have turned our back to meaningless 
enthusiasm. However, has the time not come to ask ourselves again and again 
whether we treat suitably the unique constructive individuals who give the 
secialitet oresent ite features and open the way to an even more attractive 
tuture. We have absolutely no need for cheap enthusiasms and the groundless 
optimism of fake positive characters. However, we vitally need strong and out- 
standing individuals whe can inspire us te commit exploits and noble deeds. 


The report goes on to say that in recent years cur theater workers have been 
clearly trying te advance in their creative field. Om the basis of the method 
of socialist realism, they are applying various work systems. Ali creative 
workers have made contributions to the comprehensive development of our art. 
However, the first credit goes to the directors, for it is they who have the 
tinal word in the combined manifestation of all theater components. Their role 
a. authors cf ideas and organizers of theatrical performances has clearly in- 
creased. Our great traditions of a deeply national art, intertwined with the 
democratic and humanistic aspirations of the entire culture, are continued in 
the expanded work cf Bulgarian theater directors. Their efforts are based on 
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the protound and complex human nature and the ties between this nature and the 
socichisterical problems of the times. We can see how the directors are able 

to tind unique viewpoints in plays and organize the individual theatrical com- 
ponents in such a way as te convert the play from the individual werk of a 
writer te a collective alloy of spiritual aspirations. Unfortunately, in some 
cases the desire te achieve theatrical clarity turns into an attraction for ex- 
ternal etfects and an inadmissible narrowing cf the meaning of the text, which 
is the starting point of a theatrical perfcrmance. 


we are pleased, the speaker emphasized, by the creative restlessness cf many 
of cur young directors. We are pleased with the circumstance that they do not 
settle for accomplishments but quite persistently test their strength in new 
or less known areas in which talent is manifested. It is a good thing that 
they do not limit themselves te a single type of plays and that they are will- 
ing to direct a variety cf plays, realizing that this cpens the talent and is 
an etticient medicine against its recurrence and quick exhaustion. At the same 
time, however, some young directors and their colleagues in the middle genera- 
tion create a feeling cf cencern by their intensified attraction for a certain 
imitation ef ebsclete and long attendant means of theatrical creativity. Un- 
questicnably, these weaknesses begin above all] with the repertoire, with plays 
which fill us with pessimistic and depressing mocds. In no case should we con- 
fuse the civic sincerity and civic pathos of just criticism with the absence 
of great faith in what is good, in our achievements, and in the triumph of 


ideals. 


Over the past 5 years the creativity cf the actors has once again shown its 
durable advantages and has wen over millions of viewers with their great vital 
strength, live creative and civic consciousness and temperamental support of 
the leading topics of teday. One of the greatest merits cf our theater is the 
unique character of the Bulgarian actor: the combination of the social meaning- 
fulness with the attractive element of the recreation on the stage of a pro- 
found secial idea with the strength of an emotional experience. It seems to me 
that cf late our gifted actors have not engaged in adequately active creative 
competition with the directors. The consequence of this relatively passive 
attitude (naturally, caused by cther reasons as well) is the fact that 
talented actors belonging to different generations, particularly in Sofia, re- 
main unnoticed or, to say the least, are not involved in resolving the type of 
creative problems which enrich them. 


The speaker discussed the contributicn of Bulgarian stage designers to the 
Jevelepment of our secialist theater. The dimensions of this contribution 
attect the essential areas of the theater. It is the area in which the idec- 
lonical and esthetic features of our creative work acquire a shape. Using the 
power of the metaphor and dynamic functionality, the set designer, together 
with the directer, not only programs the future performance but earmarks the 
poetic boundaries between which the complex precesses cf developments on the 
stage take place. 


It has been said abeut the critics that it is represented in our country by 
ceveral creative generations. It has achieved unquestionable successes in the 
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study ct the history cf the Bulgarian theater, the elaboration cf seme theoret- 
ical problems and the creation cf valuable studies cof individual periods of 

cur theatrical development and the creativity cf individual great acters, 
directors and playwrights. However, in terms of our theatrical art, which is 
entirely contemporary, the most important, most necessary and most vital is 

the type of efficient criticism which must cover all varieties and rich 

genres. It is precisely in this area that weaknesses are most apparent. Bear- 
ing in mind that our theatrical criticism has improved and increased its 

skill, we must become even less tolerant toward some cf its chronic difficul- 
ties, such as the insufficiently sharp and uncompromising use cf class-party 
criteria, desire te please cthers, retreat in the face of weak are, when it is 
the werk cf creaters whe enjey a certain standing in theatrical and social 
lite, gress and unjustified premetion cf individual creative workers, whose 
weaknesses have been forgiven year after year, unwillingness to see the accom- 
plishments cf others who do not fall within the circle of such preferences, in- 
efficiency, etc. 


lL. Kabakchiev went on to discuss the correlation between the theater and the 
audience, emphasizing the leading rele of the theater, which must take into 
cousideraticn the level of artistic sophistication of the audience and be able 
strictly te determine whether or net that which it offers the audience can be 
truly considered innovative and anticipatory of the public taste, for the 
Bulgarian socialist theater is the theater for the Bulgarians building a 
socialist seciety, the speaker said. 


The speaker drew serious attention to the need for effective theater work and 
the use of the new ecenomic mechanism, which requires a recrganizaticn of the 
preduction-creative precess. He emphasized the ties linking the Bulgarian 
theater with global theater culture, ties which have entered a mcre mature 
stage. The Bulgarian puppet theater and Bulgarian circus actors deserve great 
credit for enhancing the international prestige of Bulgarian theatrical cul- 
ture. We are pleased by the change which is taking place in our country with 
the develeopment cf playwriting and theater performances for children and 
adelescents. During the past 2 years, theater work for children has been re- 
lated te the widespread "Banner cf Peace" movement. This is an invaluable con- 
tributicn ef our homeland to the global cultural process and the struggle for 
peace and democracy. 


In conclusion, the speaker said that "We, in the theater, must express Bul- 
garia'ts secialist humanism, historical cptimism and communist progress. 
Kulvaria has entered its 14th century. To us, the theater, this means that our 
bleed, cur thoughts, our hearts must be unquestionably conquered by the appeal 
ef the Bulgarian Communist Party for ‘action, acticon, and only action'." 


On behalf of the Committee on Culture the delegates to the congress were 
greeted by People's Painter Pref Svetlin Rusev, first deputy chairman of the 
Cemmittee on Culture and chairman of the Bulgarian Painters' Union (published 
elsewhere). 


For a pericd of 2 days, discussions on the report and other congress materials 
were held with the participation of 47 delegates representing all theater 
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worker generations. Many problems related to daily theater practices and a num- 
ber ct general problems of cverall Bulgarian theater development were dis- 
cussed, 

Several speakers discussed the creative interaction among all generations ctf 
theater workers, preblems of contemporary directing and acting skills. Particu- 
lar attention was paid toe this question by People's Actor Prof Filip Filipov. 
Emphasizing the increased social role cf the theater and the faverable atmos- 
phere created by the party's April cultural pelicy, he stressed that problems 
can be resclved cnly with the active and creative cocperation among all 

theater generations. The mature creative workers can share better their experi- 
ence with the young, on the basis of the rele cf Bulgarian playwriting in the 
building ct the Bulgarian naticnal character. Similar problems were discussed 
by Henered Worker in Culture Dike Fuchedzhiev who, on the basis of the practi- 
cal experience of the Ivan Vazov National Theater, stressed the favorable re- 
sults of the creative cocperation among creative workers belonging to all 
generations in our leading theater. This is confirmed by the outstanding artis- 
tic accomplishments in staging Bulgarian classical and modern plays and in the 
Staging cf Russian and Soviet theater works. 


The problems of theaters outside Sofia were discussed extensively. Questions 
were raised regarding the consclidation of the small theaters (People’s Artist 
Ivan Kondov), the more active assistance of the Union of Bulgarian Actors in 
strengthening the role cf artistic councils (People's Artist Andrey Chaprazov) 
and the adeption of a greater overall concern regarding all unresolved preb- 
lems cutside Sefia (Nikeclay Kolov). 


Many cf the statements discussed the place and role of theatrical criticism 
and its responsibility in reflecting complex theater processes. This was 
especially discussed by Chavdar Dobrev and Yuliyan Vuchkov. Varicus viewpcints 
were expressed on the abandonment cf criteria among theater circles and the 
lack of sufficient exigency in the critical study of new outstanding phenomena 
in cur theatrical life. The need for the adoption of an ethical and tolerant 
attitude in critical werk was discussed by Honored Artist Gertruda Lukanova. 
The problem of the relationship between the theater and the public was dis- 
cussed by Vladimir Karakashev. 


The topic ef the young people in the theater was extensively discussed to one 
extent or another. The young generation was discussed with a great feeling of 
leve and concern by People's Actor Dimitur Panov, Honored Acter Prof Nadezhda 
Sevkova, Honored Actor Leen Daniel, Krasimir Spasov and Andrey Avramov. Invari- 
ably, all the statements expressed faith in the young generation and the de- 


site to help it te surmount difficulties on the path of professional growth. 
Atanas Boyadzhiev and Dimitur Kanushev spoke on the need to revise the statute 
cf national reviews and the creation cf a favorable atmosphere for extensive 
exchange cf views and creative discussicns. A major question was raised by 


People's Artist Vasil Mikhaylov, whe stressed the urgent need for regulating 
relations among the theater, the motion pictures and television, and the pro- 
tection cf the authership rights cf actors. Problems of set designers and 
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stage workers, the decline in the skills cf servicing perscnnel in the 
theater, perscnnel turnover, the need for proper rewards fcr their werk were 
the tecal point ef statements made by Honored Painter Georgi Ivanov, 
Aleksandur Pankev and Ange! Akhryanov. Honored Actcr Tsvetana Maneva spoke on 
the excessively heavy olans cf the theaters and the werk of actors who are 
responsible tor the implementation cf unrealistic plan indicators. 


in bis preteound analytical statement, Honored Worker in Culture Vasil Stefanov 
tiscussed the trends which characterized the pericd since the last congress 

d the pretound constructive processes which define the current condition of 
the Bulgarian theater and earmark its future development. 


The tepic of the new man, the positive character, was alse treated in the 
statements by writers Stanislav Stratiev and Honored Worker in Culture Kel'’o 
Georgiev. The presence of this character in Bulgarian plays, the speakers 
emphasized, is determined not by quantitative indicators cor the “perfection cf 
the esthetic Messiah,” but by the spirit, morality, viewpoint and irreconcil- 
able attitude inherited from the real and fictional characters cf history and 
Rulgarian art. 


Creetings were presented at the congress by all creative unions, the Bulgarian 
Trade Uniens Central Council, the Main Political Administration of the Bul- 
garian People's Army and the heads of the attending foreign delegations. They 
spoke highly of the responsible role of the Bulgarian theater in the all-round 
harmonious development cf medern man. 


The congress addressed greetings toe the BCP Central Committee, read by Hero of 
Socialist Labor People's Actor Irina Taseva, expressing the great gratitude 
and thanks ef the theater workers for the party's concern for them. 


lu bis final word, People's Actor Lyubomir Kabakchiev thanked the BCP Central 
Committee for its trust in theater workers and emphasized that they proved at 
this congress that they are open and intelligent people worthy of the great- 
ness of the Bulgarian people. 


The congress elected new leading organs of the Union of Bulgarian Artists. 
New Management of the Union of Bulgarian Actors 


At its tiret session, the newly elected administrative council chose the mem- 
bers of the executive bureau and the secretariat. People's Actor Lyubomir 
Kabakchiew was elected chairman of the Union of Bulgarian Actors; Honored 
Actor Tsvetana Maneva, Hero of Socialist Labor People's Actor Prof Filip 
Filipov, People's Actor Georgi Georgiev-Gets and People's Actor Vasil 
Mikhaylov were elected deputy chairmen; Khristo Kruchmarov was elected re- 
sponsible secretary; Honored Worker in Culture Sevelina G'orova, Honored Actor 
Kriker Azgaryan, People's Actor Katya Zekhirea, People's Actor Nikola Anastasov 
and Honored Acter Sava Khashumov were elected secretaries. 
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Speech by Svetlir Rusev 
Setia NARODNA KULTURA in Bulgarian 26 Feb 82 pp 1, 4 
Text lear guests and delegates: 


Allow me on behalf of the management cf the Committee on Culture and its chair- 
man and on my own behalf te welcome your creative balance--the Fifth Congress 
ot the Unien of Bulgarian Actors--and to hope that this congress will be a- 
great and lasting victory for our national spiritual culture. 


The Bulgarian theater has experienced a difficult and noble rebirth from the 
seltiess dedication of the first theater workers and promcters to nationwide 
recognition today. This is a road which gives it the right on its great holi- 
day vet only te repert on the results of the wise April line but to look far 
inte the tuture armed with the criteria cf the 12th BCP Congress, a future tc 


which it is marching through faith and effort, armed with the great truths of 
art. 


Today the Bulgarian theater workers are attending their fifth congress not sim- 
ply to submit a simple balance of achievements and weaknesses in their area 

but as builders eof our naticnal spiritual culture in which the Bulgarian 
theater continues te play a special unifying role. 


Te « Certain extent, almost all of the arts develop their strange transforma- 
ticus on the stage. In a way, the congress is a balance which brings them 
together within the great family of the theater, not as the automatic sum of 
various values but as an organically inseparable part in which the spiritual 
qualities of the nation are living their unique life. 


The taith ef the nation with its age-old historical, social, moral and artis- 
tic experience becomes a spiritual gain when it reaches the stage as an art, 
aftecting anyone whe has experienced a feeling cf expectation in the myster- 
ious darkness of the theater hall, who has traveled as a stranger seeking a 
passage in time and looking for the fate of the characters, anyone who has dis- 
covered in the limelight his own star, anyone who has carried in his heart the 
tears and smiles of the actors as his own happiness and suffering. 


The Pulearian theater has achieved a very great deal. However, its greatest 
and complete victory as an art is the crowded attendance, consisting not of an 
crganized audience but of an audience which loves and seeks cut its theater in 
the say in which every thinking person seeks an answer te the questions of 
lite and time. 


We ate looking! ee. 


We ate looking...for an available ticket for a unique trip in the direction of 
human warmth. 


We are looking...ftor people of different ages and professions who are with us 
cternally--we are looking for the fresh air and light which come with a 
theater Ticketeces 
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The curtain rises slowly on the mystery cf a special sacrament. The hall is 
crowded and tense. The audience is holding its breath, following with its eyes 
the lights which, like Diogenes with his lantern are seeking the truths of 
man, the truths cf antiquity and the infinite unknown of the future. 


Carried away, outside of time and space, cur sculs clash between the light and 
the darkness, conquered and led through pain and happiness on the stage. A 
daily heard whisper cr a shout or silence shakes us up more than a most power- 
tul explosion and bind us together and forever--playwrights, directors, 
actors, Stage designers, theater workers, all of us together in this unique 
moment of vision which can be created only by a great secially invelved crea- 
tive and human truth. 


The curtain goes down and then rises again and the hall and the stage are 
ticoded in the light of applause and flowers--the light of gratitude. 


Meanwhile, the people who have gifted us the truths of their hearts, who were 
burning on the stage like terches, exhausted, return to their own concerns, 
the way the worker ends his working day, carrying with them the smali light 
which is the recognition of the audience and which is the reward for sleepless 
nights, endless and infinitely physically and spiritually exhausting rehear- 
sals, doubts and faith. This is a small light with which the creative worker 
welcomes the trials of the following day. This is a small yet adequate hope 
which will give the audiences hope and life on this smal! area which we know 
as the stage and which combines the past with the future, intimate truths and 
endless universes, through the collective efforts and cooperation among all 
those whe have made the theater their own home. 


All ct us are familiar with the great tasks which the 12th Party Congress and 
Comrade Tedor Zhivkov, BCP Central Committee general secretary, assigned tec 
the werkere in the field of spiritual culture. Our task today is not te repeat 
the party stipulations and decisions as though we are memorizing a poem for a 
scheel performance, but simply through specific actions to experience them as 
being our human, creative and civic responsibility. 


In this sense as well, there is no better political line for a creative worker 
than to maintain the high quality ef his creative and civic actions. 


there is ne more involved social position than that which ties the creative 
worker te the destinies of the people, not in words but in action. 


Real art has always dominated space and time. Both directly and symbolically, 
the theater lives in space and is determined by time influenced by space. Our 
common task today--the task of the Committee on Culture and of the theater 
workers, eof the friends of the theater and the audiences--is not to teach each 
ether lessens but to de everything possible, to seek ways and means with which 
to make this space saturated with even stronger civic passion and even purer 
creative aspirations and brighter thoughts. 
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In seeking the joint road cf cooperation, the committee leadership wishes least 
ot all te tind itself in the position of a management (1 personally, as an 
artist, would not accept such a position and no one is about te cffer it to 
us); we would be happy if together with you, as ordinary stage workers whe 
handle the stage props and the curtains try te build up the naticnal territory 
ot the Bulgarian theater in which, through the purity cf our native language 
and the power of the word and through wisdom and patience in directing the 
varicus processes, the faith in the creater and love of the audience, ready tc 
assume risks and show concern fer every talented builder of the theater art, 
reach the new and great truths in our socialist culture with which we live 
today and will live far inte the future, reaching them with the speed cf ideas 
and the purity cf the spirit. 


Lyudmila Zhivkeva burned out, striving toward the bright truths cf the new day, 
bequeathing us a spiritual territory of culture in which dedication, readiness 
tor sacrifice and reciprocity show the way to purity and beauty. 


Every true creator in the theater carries within him the fire and light, and 
anyone whe has experienced the excitement of an artistic idea remains forever 
cbsessed with its truths. 


A single instance on the stage may be remembered by us for years, driving into 
us the truths which created it. A performance can shake up the spirit of an 
entire uation, cross concert and exhibit halls, coffee shops and classrooms, 
construction sites and plants, for stage truths can unite or divide the efforts 
ct many people. 


That is why teday the Committee on Culture sees in the great tasks facing the 
hulgarian theater the answer te preblems which apply to all arts and the basic 
objectives and tasks of our entire cultural policy. 


We are convinced that a good theater can create good directors. Original and 
strone directing can preserve and develop generations of excellent actors. A 
good stage can become the home cf unsuspected creative forces of an entire 
collective. A powerful presentation can create many new friends and strengthen 
the old ftriends even further. Furthermore, the power cf influence which can be 
achieved only by the great truths of the spirit, can create for our culture new 
and better paintings, new music, poetry and songs... 


In this sense again, every victory of the Bulgarian theater is a victory for 
all and each unresclved problem is a common task and responsibility. 


Allew me once again, on behalf of the fraternal Union of Bulgarian Painters, to 
ereet warmly the builders cf the Bulgarian theater on the occasion of their 
congress and wish them creative health and spiritual strength for the difficult 
id endless travel toward the brightest truths of the spirit leading to the 
future. 


Fach balance is a pesition taken. 
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Fach pesiticn is an opportunity for victory. 


The Bulgarian theater today has the great historical privilege of winning not a 


victory in general but a victory leading to the overall develepment cf the con- 
temporary socialist individual. 


Let us wish it Godspeed from our hearts! 


S00} 
CSO: 2200/74 
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BULGARIA 


NAVAL TRAINING EXERCISE DESCRIBED 
Sotia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 23 Mar 82 p 2 
[Article by Capt Ist Rank Neno Kurdzhaliyski: "Several Seconds Saved...."] 


[text] The drills at the gunnery battle stations on the ship did not cease for an 
instant. In standing with a stopwatch in hand, by one or another gun and near the 
automatic antiaircraft guns, Lt Svetlozar Avdzhiev was demanding evermore rapid and 
precise actions. In spite of the cold weather, sweat poured down the fatigued brows 
of the ammunition carriers, loaders and gunners. But they worked at full strength, 
with concentration and quickly, courageously and finely.... 


From a preliminary talk with the staff specialist for gunnery training I already 
knew that last year the department under the command of Sr Lt Georgi Stoyanov had 
ended as an excellent one. The highest gunnery skills in the unit were held by it. 
Some 95 percent of the firing at sea, air and shore targets had been hit by the 
ship's gunners with excellent evaluations and the remainder had been good. The 
chiet prerequisite for these results had been the skillful use of a competitive ap- 
proach in conducting the drills. 


At the start of the training year, the department's commander had left to improve 
his training at courses in the USSR. But here there was also his worthy deputy, 

Lt Avdzhiev. Here also was the lst class specialist and commander of the gunnery 
control group, WO ["michman"] Petko Petkov, and here were all the remaining petty 
otticers who were true experts in accurate firing and experienced indoctrinators of 
excellent ship gunners. 


"\ competitive approach for us is absolutely imperative," stated Lt Avdzhiev. “It, 
as is said, is the essence in training ship gunners. A rapid rate of fire is the 
basic tactor for the effectiveness of gunnery fire at any target. And this is 
achieved primarily in a competitive situation in specialty and battle station drills. 
Our desire has always been and remains to reach and surpass the standards in the 
shortest period of time. In modern sea battle, several seconds saved can be crucial 
tor vietory. This is why |, as the commander, as well as all our drill instructors 
in the department never par with a stopwatch.” 


this vear the main efforts were initially focused on training the junior gunners. 
According to the rules they are first assigned as gun layers. Their training is 
checked by the commander of the outstanding turret, CPO Georgi Lambov. Each week 
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three exercises are conducted during which during the first 3 hours gunnery equip- 


ment is studied and during the last hour, specialty drills. The excellently trained 
yunner, CPO Lambov himself demonstrates the correct actions after which his place is 
taken by ome of the junior gun layers. And evern here, during the first drills, the 


competitive method has produced positive results. Every young sailor endeavors to 
pertorm the required operations in the most correct, precise and successive manner. 
Certainly mistakes are made but the leader promptly corrects them. From personal 
experience he knows that an incorrectly mastered action is much harder to correct 
later on. Often the excellent gunners, POs 2d Class Lyubomir Yotov and Rumyan 
Ratailov and Sr An Zhelyazko Yordanov demonstrate their high skills to their junior 


comrades. At the end of each drill, CPO Lambov analyzes their actions and points 
out the best. 


As Lt Avdzhiev stated, the competitive method produces significantly richer fruits 
atter the crews have been formed. 


Not only the individual gun layers, loaders and ammunition carriers, but also en- 
tire crews in the training were taken up in the sharp rivalry. For each drill, the 
commanders of the guns and automatic antiaircraft guns set the appropriate standards. 
Thus, they systematically and consistently reduced the working time in achieving ex- 
cellent performance. A significantly greater role is played by the department's 
commander who carefully watches how the procedural requirements and the standards 

set by the training course are carried out. 


“Yarticularly dangerous during this stage is a desire on the part of certain drill 
leaders to increase working speed more quickly," continued Lt Avdzhiev. “Our ex- 
perience has shown that great intensification in establishing practical skills in 
no instance must be achieved at the expense of mistakes or improper actions com- 
mitted. Such a weakness was recently shown by Sr Sn Zdravko Dzhirov. We analyzed 
the case in detail with all the leaders. It was emphasized that such a violation of 
the procedural gradualness in increasing the pace and complexity of the drills did 
not lead to a shorter time for achieving practical skills. At times, this can even 
lead to potential accidents or even accidents." 


An Interest in the Drills 


A desire for evermore rational and perfect actions and their continuous repetition 
undoubtedly are a dependable way to bring them to the point of being automatic. But 
this inevitably leads to less interest on the part of the trainees in the drills and 
to a mechanical execution of the operativas. 


"Do vou wish to know how we maintain interest in the drills? Sensing this moment of 
disinterest, the leader inevitably goes on to diversify and complicate the drills by 
damage and malfunctions in thc instruments and mechanisms. This forces the sailor 
himself to think and reason and to approach his actions creatively. Indicative in 
this rexard is the example of che petty officer of the automatic gun group, CPO 
Viktor Atanasov. During the drills he not only by voice introduces malfunctions but 
at times intentionally creates them ahead of time. This is significantly more dif- 
ficult because in the process of his work the sailor himself must discover these. 
And at times unexpectedly." 











is was the case at today's drill which we attended. Sr Sn Nikolay Tikhanov, 
‘iter the command to open fire, had to replace a “broken nipple” on the antiaircraft 


*sa? i nine eun. 


ite commander of the gunnery control group, WO Petko Petkov, has achieved particu- 
larly high successes in maintaining an interest in the drills. An excellent know- 
ledge of all the assemblies of the electromechanical analog computer and the able 
ipplication of the competitive method have made it possible for him in a short 
period of time to teach his subordinate gunnery electricians to eliminate malfunc- 
tions and damage. They excellently fulfill the standards in a complex situation 
‘closest to real combat. The constant enriching of knowledge and the growing educa- 
tional skills of this excellent commander and pedagogue are that constant source 
which maintains an interest in each drill that he leads. 


lhere is no doubt that the drills conducted with the naval gunners are beneficial. 
hut like it or not, there still are numerous hypothetical situations. This is par- 
ticularly true in the drills for the gun layers. For this reason the department's 
commander and indeed all the commanders of the battle stations seek out opportuni- 
ties to bring the drills ever-closer to a real situation. Here it has become a 
rigid law to use every passing aircraft or flying seagulis for a drill as well as 
transport vessels which appear on the horizon at sea. 


lhe last question which I took up with Lt Avdzhiev related to interchangeability. 


“Upon coming on board, the junior gunners study all the instruments and mechanisms 
md all the duties of the gun crews. This is required by the fact that each year 
they change their positions. During the first year they are gun layers, during the 
wecond the loaders and during the third the senior gunners who direct the actions 

of the entire crew. Interchangeability is an important reserve for combat readi- 
mess in the entire crew. Here again the key to success is a skillfully applied com- 
petitive approach in the exercises, drills and studies. This question has been 


colved particularly successfully by WOs Petkov and Zhelev and CPO Lambov....” 


lhe competition of the gunnery crews and all the remaining elements of the depart- 
ment is increasing more and more. We certainly could not be dissatisfied with what 
the sailors and commanders demonstrated. I was confident that in honor of the 100th 


birthday of the immortal leader and teacher of our people, Georgi Dimitrov, they 
will tire only with excellent evaluations and will not slip back from the high 
levels won. 1 said farewell to Lt Svetlozar Avdzhiev. And again he took his stop- 


watch trom his pocket. His voice rang loud and clear: “Only junior gunners in 
their positions!" There was starting a check on the standards reached by them dur- 
} 7) t hie dav's training.... 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS OF CZECHOSLOVAK WRITERS’ UNION DESCRIBED 
Prague TVORBA in Czech No 9, Mar 82 p 3, 8 


[Article by Josef Kadlec, secretary of the Czechoslovak Writers’ Union [SCSS]: 
"Writers" Contacts with the World] 


|fxcerpt] Our union has been expanding its foreign relations year after year. 
The significance of this international activity does not stem only from the 
number o. titles published abroad but primarily from the irreplaceable 
contribution gained by our and foreign writers from joint meetings, 
discusstons, conversations, new personal and social acquaintances. After all, 
what else but knowledge can provide arguments for realistic criticism of the 
literature and life of nations in a class-divided world, where the highest duty 
of all progressive forces and thus, also of writers, is to strive for 
understanding and friendship among nations. 


Naturally, common goals and daily cooperation of the socialist countries in the 
most diverse areas of our life are also offering the most auspicious 
preconditions for cooperation between our writers’ organizations. Operational 
plans outlining specific forms of cooperation as well as individual joint 
actions are usually signed within the framework of executive records of 
interstate cultural agreements. Joint literary discussions, conferences, 
sympoela, exchanges of editors and study trips are organized for the writers. 
Dave of Literature organized on an exchange basis have become the most 
meaningful form of cooperation in the recent period and, in the framework of 
their abundant program, delegations of authors meet readers and visit factories, 
agricultural cooperatives and schools in numerous locations of a given country. 
Furthermore, the participation of writers’ delegations at the occasion of the 
Daye of Culture organized on the basis of interstate agreements of the socialist 
countries provide an important opportunity foc them to get acquainted and to 
establish closer links among the literatures of the socialist countries. 


loint seasions of leading representatives of the writers’ unions in socialist 
countries which are held regularly each vear promote close cooperation in the 
solution of the most urgent problems facing the activities of the writers in 
the context of the current international situation. Such a joint session was 
held in 1978 in Sofia and in 1979 in Bucharest where an important appeal 
addressed to the writers of Europe and the whole world urged them to support 
the peace initiative of the USSR and the other socialist countries; at the 





wees tion in 1980 in Moscow the main topic on the agenda was the involvement 

of the writers In the current struggle for peace and detente. Another session 
wis held in January of this year in Ulan Bator to discuss the experience of 
writers® organizations in the area of literary criticism and the tasks of the 
unions in the current aggravated ideological struggle. The traditional 
international meetings in Sofia (1977, 1979, 1980) under the motto "Peace-- 
the Hope of Mankind” represent another important form of writers’ cooperation 
in secialist countries; writers from all over the world participate in them 
and discuss together active involvement of literary leaders in the current 
demanding struggle for the preservation of peace and for detente. Prominent 
representatives of literature from the socialist, developing and capitalist 
countries expressed unambiguously in numerous addresses their desire to 
continue such meetings and to further intensify their cooperation in joint 
peace efforts. The meetings in Sofia have become an important tradition 
which contributes to a significant degree to the contemporary world peace 
etforts. 


Naturally, in our international activities we devote most attention to 
contacts with writers’ organizations in socialist countries. For that reason 
we are developing the most broad-based cooperation with the Writers’ Union 

of the USSR. We have every right to say with pride that this cooperation has 
never been so intensive, so well planned and organized as now. A new 
Prospective Plan for the 1981-1985 Period which was signed in Moscow in April 
1981 touches upon the whole scope and depth of our fraternal cooperation 

and raised it to a new, qualitatively higher level. 


It is not by coincidence that we mention new, better forms of our professional 
contacts. The Days of Soviet Literature held in the CSSR in 1978 proved most 
successful; Soviet authors were represented by a 20-member delegation led by the 
first secretary of the union, G.M. Markov. The Days of Czechoslovak Literature 
were held in the USSR in 1979 with the meaningful participation of the 
Czechoslovak delegation led by the chairman of the SCSS, National Artist 

Jan Kozak. Such joint Davs of Literature have become the most significant 
events thus far in the history of the Czechoslovak-Soviet literary relations. 
According to the new Prospective Plan, further organization of reciprocal 

Daye of Literature will be held in 1983 in the CSSR and in the USSR in 1984. 


Our cooperation with writers’ unions of other socialist countries is progressing 
very harmoniously, steadily and with tenacity of purpose. Our mutual contacts 
ire characterized most of all by regular study trips of writers and editors 

of literary publications, by their participation in traditional programs, 
conferences, seminars, dialogues, etc. As most successful, we regard the Days 
of Bulgarian Literature organized in the CSSR in 1979 and the Days of 
Crechoslovak Literature in the Hungarian People's Republic and the Days of 
fheongarian Literature in the CSSR in 1980, which undoubtedly brings our 
literatures closer and promotes the works of contemporary authors among the 
working people in the above-mentioned countries. Furthermore, writers’ 
delegations participated meaningfully in the rich agenda of the Days of Culture 
in the GDR, in the Rumanian Socialist Republic and in Cuba. Very important, in 
our opinion, are the joint meetings of the presidia of the CSSR and GDR 
writers’ unions, at which the representatives from both countries gain 
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information about contemporary literature, domestic and foreign programs and 
shout the situation of translations of the most significant works of both 
literatures. All that helps bring socialist literatures closer together, 
which--as is known--orieinate from the same social context and respond to 
common questions. 


Moreover, considerable significant success was achieved in international 
relations which developed between the SCSS and writers’ organizations in 
capitalist countries--despite all kinds of obstacles and restrictions caused 
by right-wing elements and by incessant campaigns against the CSSR, by the 
differences in writers" organizations in those countries, and last but not 
least, by the restricted economic potential of those organizations. Despite 
all such difficulties a number of contacts were able to be established and 
mutual cooperation enhanced. 


The agreement with the Societe Des Gens De Lettres of France remains in force; 
we maintain regular contacts with the Swiss Writers’ Union « 4 with the 

Union of Spanish Writers: discussions concerning mutual cooperation with the 
Syndicate of Italian Writers, with the Belgian Writers’ Union, with the Union 
of Finnish Writers, with the Portuguese Writers’ Union, etc., are underway. 


Upon our foreign colleagues’ invitation delegations of Czechoslovak writers 
participated in several important meetings and conferences. The list of 
names and literary programs would be long, among them the Internationa: 
Festival of Poetry in Paris, the Second European Congress of Writers in 
Florence, the international meeting of writers in Lahti, Finland, the 
Poetry Festival in Knocke, Belgium, or literary seminars in the FRG. By 
invitation of the Union of Spanish Writers delegations from the CSSR attended 
both of its congresses thus far. A group of our poets participated in 
meetings on contemporary Czechoslovak poetry held in 198] at the University 
of Naples. Upon the invitaion of local organizations, SCSS delegations 
visited at various occasions Austria, Greece, Portugal, Sweden, Finland etc. 


As for our cooperation with the representatives of writers’ organizations in the 
developing countries, working agreements were signed recently with the 

lordanian Writers’ Association and with the Turkish Writers’ Syndicate whose 
programs, however, have been curtailed due to the current political situation 

in Turkey. Negotiations about our cooperation with the writers’ unions of 
Algeria, Tunisia and Syria, with which we may organize exchanges of writers’ 
delegations this vear, are now under way. Furthermore, we may establish 
contacts with the Union of Venezuelan Writers; direct contacts were established 
in recent days with the Writers’ Union of India whose headquarters are in New 
Delhi. 





An important aspect of our union's international programs concerns 
Crechoslovak writers’ participation in internatione! organizations. 
Representatives of the SCSS are members of the AICL (International Association 
of Literary Critics), ITBBY (International Association for Children's and 
Youth's Literature), FIT (International Translators’ Organization) and 
participate as observers in the activities of writers’ associations in Asian 
and African countries. 
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Contemporary Czechoslovak literatue is promoted in 
Slovacists held biennially (1978, 1980) and in the 
Slavic studies and in the Studia Academica Slovaca 
important purpose. Attending them are translators 
‘rom socialist and capitalist countries. 


seminars of Bohemists and 
annual summer school of 
which are meeting their 
of Czechoslovak literature 


On the whole, it may be said that our activities involving international 


relations have considerably intensified during the 
prestige of our Czechoslovak literature as well as 


past period and that the 
of the SCSS has been 


growing in the world year after year. The approaching congress of the SCSS 
indubitably will further emphasize and enhance that tendency. 


9004 
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POLAND 


ACTIV LTY OF ZSMP IN MILITARY DISCUSSED IN INTERVIEW 





Warsaw SZTANDAR MLODYCH in Polish 18 Mar 82 ppl, 2 


{Interview with Maj Tadeusz Rzepecki, chairman of the Polish Amy Youth Council, 
vice chairman of the Main Board of the Union of Socialist Polish Youth [ZSMP], 
by [reneusz Czyzewski: "In the Spotlight"; date and place not specified] 


{text |] [Question] This question may seem strange. How was martial law 
accepted by ZSMP members in the armed forces. 


|Answer| The answer may seem strange as well. It was no less a surprise than 
elsewhere. None of us had experienced martial law before--we could only imagine 
it. However, the fact itself was a big surprise, but not the necessity [of it] 
and readiness for action. First, everybody was informed about the situation in 
the country accurately and expediently. Second, it is difficult to imagine that 
even the most unexpected event could catch the armed forces by surprise. 


|\Question] Soldiers are in the spotlight. They have left the relative calm of 
military units, however loose this description might be, for almost all spheres 

ot public life. They are in the streets, they serve on the groups of 
commissioners-pleni-potentiaries of the National Defense Committee in enterprises, 
cities and gminas. How do they adapt to these new circumstances? 


[Answer] Both my personal experience and organization reports give the same 
impressions generally that citizens get. Soldiers are disciplined and discharge 
their responsibilities with great tact and grace, calmly. Anybody can attest 


to this, except perhaps those who do not want to notice anything. 

[Question] Tact and courtesy are a certain posture. Would you as an organization 
admit to shaping this posture exactly this way? Different people enter the 
service. Some of them, though young, have already had a brush with the law. 


[Answer] This would not be true. However, we cannot say that our organization 
has done nothing for this community, people in their teens--a community that is 
very dynamic in both its positive and negative aspects. 


[Question] But 68 percent of all soldiers belong to your organization. Many 
young officers and noncommissioned officers also belong to ZSMP. 
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[Answer] In spite of everything, it would be a mistake to say that we have 
shaped somebody into an upright person from beginning to end, that we have told 
im to be reliable, honest, courteous and he has taken heed. All the elements 
ot the system of upbringing are at work in the armed forces, each element in 
its own sphere. The elements mutually supplement each other to a_ ertain de- 
uree. Combined, they result in what is a foregone conclusion for everybody: 
The armed forces build character. 


{\Question] Undoubtedly, the awareness of the force of order, of the need to 
execute this order, is one of such elements? 


|Answer] Orders are important, they are the foundation for the functioning of 
the army. However, there also is something called self-reliance, initiative. 
these are traits that are very highly valued in the army. Here is an example. 
Atter the imposition of martial law, during the long truck convoy run, one of 
the drivers had to hit a tree because his brakes failed. He had to, because in 
front ot him was a truck with soldiers and the shoulder was taken by other 
vericles hauling dangerous cargo. He chose the lesser evil, but the impact 
destroyed the cabin and the windshield was blown out. Now let us ask a question: 
Gould anybody have ordered this soldier to drive the vehicle without shelter 
over dozens of kilometers when the temperature stood at 20°C below zero? His 
health, if not his life, was in danger. However, he made a decision himself 
and drove the vehicle to its destination. There have been hundreds of similar 
cases when soldiers took action independent of their commanding officers, fre- 
quently transcending the limits of duty required by order, because circumstances 
called for it. 


laeretore, orders are most important, but let's bear in mind an abundance of 
people who want to display initiative. 


[Question] How do you attract them to your organization? 


[Answer] You can spend your term of duty in the army without belonging to ZSMP. 
Between watches, there are classes and training sessions; sometimes a unit in 
charge of cultural activities will arrange for a movie or theater show. Two 
years just fly by. We say that you can achieve and accomplish much more, not 
only when it comes to spending your spare time but also in improving your know- 
ledge, including your profession, and in seeing how others live and what they do. 
lt is also important that ZSMP is a good spokesman for the interests of soldiers 
due to its position of partnership with commanding officers. ZSMP is a school 

of self-governing activity, because we manage our organization's internal 
matters ourselves. 


[Question] The word "self-government" sounds strange when applied to the army, 
a very hierarchical system, 


|Answer] Things are stereotyped like this. In the army you have a meeting on 
order, discussions, movies, theatre shows--just as well. itlowever, if we were 
to work Like this, we could never draw this 68 percent of all soldiers. We can- 
not force anyone to join. The truth is different. Of course, nobody will put 
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to 4 vote whether to go to the training ground or not. Nonetheless, ZSMP has a 
considerable say as the partner of the commanding officer in all matters per- 
taining to soldiers such as leisure activities, personnel evaluation, granting 
vt short- and long-term official leave and including certain forms of social 
weltare assistance. 


iQuestion] Is it true under martial law? How have the opportunities for ZSMP 
work changed under these circ\mstances? After all, soldiers are often outside 
their units, have no permanent base and less spare time. 


|Answer| Certainly, changes in some forms of organizational activity had to 
accompany a slightly different organization of life. We were ready for that. 
For example, ZSMP activities do not cease when troops are on training grounds. 
Today not a single ZSMP activity has been dropped. We devote much time to in- 
doctrination, to ideological-political issues. We want to bring home fully 
the appreciation of the time when they are in service. Cultural functions 
are also organized under complicated, almost fieldlike conditions. We have 
meetings with interesting personalities, excursions and even exhibitions of 
posters and art. We have not sacrificed anything. I am not trying to hide 
the tact that it requires much more effort and initiative. We must deal with 
an interesting phenomenon here. tundreds of people have appeared since the 
imosition of martial law who had been, as the saying goes, medium active 
under normal conditions. Now that they feel that they are needed mre than 
betore, they want to act, they have ideas to suggest. What I can see is more 
maturity, a desire to accentuate their presence. 





{Question} Is this to say that the aktiv is now numerically stronger? 


{|Answer| If we have to use this notion, yes. However, I would like to avoid 
this notion since they have not and are mt holding any positions in ZSM. 
Initially, I feared that the organizatien would have to tone down its activities 
a little, at least for some time. Many youth instructors, soldiers who were 
deeply involved in ZSMP activities, joined, for example, local operational 
groups. Now they are working together with the commissioners; absolutely new 
forms of cooperation with the civilian community have also appeared. However, 
my fears have not come true. New soldiers willing to undertake social 
activities have taken over. 


[Question] Gooperation with the civilian community used to be the certain 
linchpin of all meetings, at least before and after the Third Congress of ZSM. 
is it still? 


[Anewer|] This issue is very much talked about but from a slightly different 
angle. Circumstances have changed. For example, absolutely new forms of cooper- 
ation have developed, along with the traditional ones. Among other things, 

Local Youth Groups have been set up. So far they have been active in the 
voivodships of the Silesian Military District and under a slightly different name 
in the Pomeranian Military District. Initially they were treated as yet another 
velhiicle of military control. However, they have not, and cannot have, such 


powers. The first ice has been swiftly broken and now the groups take care of 
the problems of many ZSMP elements almst in the same fashion as Local Opera- 
tional Groups do. In certain localities, ZSMP circles are not fully able to 
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proceed with their work, and assistance is rendered to them. In the garment 
wores in Sieradz, their activity simply had to be reactivated. In Krosno, 
arrangements were made for a meting of the authorities with youth representa- 
tives and a schedule was set for work on problems that are mst important for 
this age group. A youth club was organized in Wroclaw after the Local Opera- 
tional Group intervened. A dozen initiative groups of the ZSMP were organized 
in bigh schools in the district. 


{Question ] Do the groups cooperate exclusively with ZSMP? 


|Answer| in principle, yes, they do. They are ready, though, to help all 
legally active youta organizations. It is too soon for generalizations-- 

lwcal Youth Groups have been in operation for too short a time. So far, one 
tuing is evident; they are needed. We have received requests for increasing 
theif mumber. 

jQuestion]| 1 would like to share my apprehension with you: Are they not super- 
seeding somebody else? 


|\Answer| No, after all, there are no civilian ZSMP and military ZSMP. There 
is one organizatien, and it is bieng put in order by joint effort. 


[Question] Does this concern for the situation in the union as a whole extend 
to the sphere of strategy planning? 


[Answer] For example, we become deeply involved in the discussion “What Kind 
oft Poland--What Kind of [trade] Union?" Meetings on that topic are being held 
throughout the armed forces. I have participated in several such meetings. 
lhose meetings have also been very important discussions on the future of the 
country. Such issues as overcoming the crisis, fighting for justice and 
equality generate the hottest debate. Very much interest is also shown in the 
tuture of the trade union movement. Everybody is interested in it, especially 
those in the third year of service. This is understandable, since they will 
oe the tirst to return to civilian life. 


[Question ! Among them, many soldiers are very well prepared for organizational 
work. You will lose them. 


|Answer| After all, they cannot be in the army for years on end. We are 
ilrcady preparing for the day when we see them off. Besides some social aid 
that the army provides for them, we in ZSMP would also Like to facilitate 

theie start in a new environment. Among other things, we are preparing letters 
of reference to ZSMP echelons for those who have been involved in social 
tivities in the army. The organization needs them, and it will be bad if 
tocir skills are not put to use, 


uation | At the same time, others will come to the army, with slightly 


different experience, including political. What does your organization intend 
to do in this regard? 


41 














\asewer) Many Statements on working with youth can be found in the decisions of 
~eventh Plenum of the Central Committee of the PZPR. We want to explain 
tuings patiently, to show the process of renaissance in the party, to examine 
together its intentions laid down in the declaration “What We Are Fighting For, 
tT oe Are Heading.” We want to show openly to the soldiers a very complex 
it consciousness of the younger generation, distinguishing between 
lanwers and positive tendencies. Associated with it are the strengthening of 
tie propaganda character of our union and also restructuring in the system of 
indoctrination, which, among other things, gives preference to the intellectual 
values ot Marxism. We will also persistently rally members of ZSMP around such 
metions as law, justice, equality, honesty, of course linking them to the 
shaping of the feeling for responsibility and discipline. 


in all of this, content is very important, but we also attach high hopes to 
the change in the style of work, adjusting it to the natural likes of young 
people. Many favorable changes have occurred in this field, but we are still 
now satistied. After all, it's easier to prepare a report consisting in part 
oft well-rounded sentences, than to “suffer” through a discussion that is often 
hot. However, it is exactly the discussion that has a future. 


Y Je! 
CSO: 2000.4 455 
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POLAND 


CLANDESTINE MOVEMENT ALLEGEDLY OPERATING IN GDANSK 
Madrid LA VANGUARDIA in Spanish 19 Mar 82 p 14 


[Text] Vienna -- In the Polish city of Gdansk, where the Solidarity independent 
labor confereration originated, the greatest clandestine mvement against the 
military men in power now exists. 


This was made known yesterday by dissident circles which have organized them- 
selves in the Gdansk area since martial law was declared last December. 


Iwo prominent members of this as yet undefined movement are Bodgan Lis, a close 
collaborator of the labor leader Lech Walesa, and Alexander Hall, a former 
member of the Movement for a Young Poland. 


A Solidarity activist described the new movement as a “return to the starting 
point” to reorganize the labor confederation and prepare for its legalization 
and operation. 


During the labor disturbances between 1970 and 1976 Gdansk was the stronghold 
of labor resistance against the rises in food prices and other unpopular 
masures of the former head of the Polish Communist Party [PZPR] Edward Gierek. 


Warsaw Pact Maneuvers 


It is precisely in that area where the Warsaw Pact trocps have been holding 
joint maneuvers since last Saturday under the name "Friendship 82." 


Warsaw political observers have pointed out that those military maneuvers had 
aot been announced previously and may be in preparation for the violent repres- 
sion of a popular uprising in the Szczecin area. USSR, East German and Polish 
armics ore participating in the maneuvers. 


Militioam.. Killed by a Terrorist Organization 


The arm newspaper ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI has reported that a clandestine terrorist 
organization was responsible for the assassination of a militiaman last February. 
The newspaper gave as its source the military prosecutor, according to whom nine 
persons were arrested because they were supposedly linked to the self-named 
Polish Clandestine Armed Forces. Two men, who managed to escape, shot point 
blank at policeman Zdzislaw Karos who died almost instantly, leaving a wife and 
three children. 


9204 
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POLAND 


BRIEFS 


NEW PUBLICATLON ANNOUNCED--As we have already made known, during the previous 
meeting of the Parliament, the Marshal of the Sejm announced that the daily 
newspaper, RZECZPOSPOLITA, has undertaken the publication, in their entirety, 
of all the deputies’ speeches at the plenary meetings of the Sejm. The PAP 
parliamentary reporter asked the editor-in-chief of RZECZPOSPOLITA, Deputy 
lozet Barecki, how and when this commitment will be implemented. The reply 
was as follows: “From this present meeting of the Sejm. It will be a special 
publication of RZECZPOSPOLITA, entitled DIARIUSZ SEJMOWY (THE SEJM RECORD). 

it will appear several days after the Sejm meetings. Time is required for its 
preparation, primarily for tecunical reasons. We could publish the DIARIUSZ 
from the present meeting on Monday already, but the costs of printing on 
Saturday and Sunday would be rather high. Therefore, most probably it will 
appear on Wednesday [31 March 1982]." The DIARIUSZ will not be a supplement 
to the newspaper but a separate, brochure-type publication, whose format will 
be one-half of the size of the RZECZPOSPOLITA. It is to cost approximately 
20 zlotys. The DIARIUSZ will be available in the “Ruch” kiosks. Most 
certainly not in all of them (there are approximately 35,000 of these kiosks). 
lhe readers will be informed in which ones. We will print the first issue of 
the DIARLUSZ in 40,000 copies to assist in orienting us with regard to the 
actual requirement for the DIARIUSZ. We need to know how many subscribers 
the DIARIUSZ SEJMOWY will have (private individuais, libraries, various 
institutions) which would help in establishing an accurate circulation 
number. [Text] [Warsaw RZECZPOSTPOLITA in Polish No 62, 26 Mar 82 p 6] 
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DECREE ON WARTIME OPERATICN OF MILITARIZED SOCIALIST UNITS AMENDED 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Par I No 29, 17 Mar 82 p 2 


{Council of State Decree Amending Decree No 415/1979 on the Organization and 
Overation of Militarized Socialist Units in Time of War] 


[Text] The Council of State of the Socialist Republic of Romania decrees: 
Sole article--Decree No 415/1979 on the organization and operation of milita- 
rized socialist units in time of war is amended as follows: 

1. Article 12, paragraph 1, will read as follows: 

"In militarized socialist units in which military guard is provided in 
peacetime by the Ministry of the Interior, guard will continue to be provided 
by this ministry and so will defense, in cooperation with the patriotic guards." 

2. Article 13 will read as follows: 

"Article 13 -=— In militarized socialist units in which military guard is 
not provided in peacetime, the guard and defense will be provided by the pa- 
triotic guards.” 

NICOLAE CEAUSESCU 
President of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
Bucharest, 16 March 1982 


Ike ree No LOS 
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ROMANIA 


PEOPLE'S COUNCILS OFFICIALS NAMED IN GIURGIU, BACAU 
Bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 29, 1/7 Mar 82 p 4 
[Presidential Decree on Appointments to Positions] 


[Text] Inasmuchs the position of first deputy chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of the people's council of Giurgiu County and one of the positions of 
deputy chairman of the executive committee of the people's council of Bacau 
County have become vacant, on the basis of Article 97 of Law No 57/1968 on the 
organization and operation of the people's councils, the President of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania decrees that: 


Article 1 -=- Comrade Mircea Angelescu is named to fill the position of 
first deputy chairman of the executive committee of the people's council of 
Giurgiu County. 

Article 2 -= Comrade Vochita Iordache is named to fill the position of 


deputy chairman of the executive committee of the people's council of Bacau 
County. 


NICOLAE CEAUSESCU 
President of the Socialist Republic of Roman 
Bucharest, 16 March 1982 


Decree No 70 


CSO: 2700/252 
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ROMANIA 


DECREE ANNOUNCES INCREASES IN GASOLINE PRICES 
bucharest BULETINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I No 32, 29 Mar 82 p 2 


[Council of State Decree Amending Decree No 277/1979 on Measures for Rationing 
fuel Consumption and for the Economical Management of the Motor Pool] 


|lext | The Council of State of the Socialist Republic of Romania decrees: 
\rticle Il--Decree No 277/1979 on measures for rationing fuel consumption and 
for the economical management of the motor pool is amended as follows: 


|. Article 17, paragraph 1 will read as follows: 


"Bevinning on 29 March 1982 the retail prices of gasoline and diesel oil will 
be as follows: 


- COR 96-98 gasoline 9 lei per liter 
- COR 88-90 gasoline 8 lei per liter 
- diesel oil for autos 7 lei per liter." 


rticle 18, paragraph 1 will read as follows: 


"As of the date stipulated in Article 17 the following hard currency prices 
for automobile gasoline and diesel oil are set: 


in U.S. dollars per liter 


- 96-98 OOR gasoline 0.85 
~- 88-90 COR gasoline 0, 80 
- 75 COR gasoline 0.70 
- diesel oil for autos 0. 70" 


\rticle Il--The supplying of automobile gasoline and diesel oil to budgetary 
mits and public organizations, and the supplying of COR 88-90 and COR 96-98 
automobile gasoline to state and cooperative economic units takes place in 
accordance with the prices stipulated in Article I, point 1, observing the 
provisions of Article 25 of Decree No 277/1979,. 


Article tll--Tourists and other foreign physical persons can get COR 96-98 
and COR §8-90 gasoline and diesel oil for automobiles at the prices stipulated 
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in Article | under the conditions set in Article 20 of Decree No 277/1979 
and the agreements concluded with the states of which they are citizens. 


Nicolae Ceausescu, 
vresident of the Socialist Republic of Romania 


Bucharest, 27 March 1982 
No LJl 





CSU: 2700/249 
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BRIEFS 


SPORTS CONFERENCE ELECTIONS--The proceedings of the national conference of the 
sports movement concluded on 6 March in Bucharest. The delegates elected the 
new National Council of Physical Education and Sports [CNEFS] composed of 207 
comrades. Then the CNEFS Executive Committee, composed of the following 23 
comrades, was elected: Lt Gen Marin Dragnea, chairman of the CNEFS; 

Lt Gen Nicolae Stan, vice chairman of the CNEFS; Tudor Mohora, Aurel Duca, 

Lia Manoliu, and Petre Constantin, vice chairman; Nicolae Dragason and Septimiu- 
Florian Todea, secretaries; Florin Balais, Ioan Buse, Nadia Comaneci, Nicolae 
Girba, Kosa Geza-Laurentiu, loan Kunst -Clermmescu, Mircea Lucescu, Constanta 
Niculescu, Ana Pascu, Anca-Mihaela Penes, lon Rinderu, Maria Petrescu-Simionescu, 
Nicolae Stancu, Gheorghe Vladica, and Maj Gen Victor Voichita, members. The 
following are members of the Bureau of the Executive Committee: Lt Gen Marin 
Dragnea, Lt Gen Nicolae Stan, Lia Manoliu, Septimiu-Florian Todea, Nicolae 
Dragason, Tudor Mohora, and Ioan Kunst-Chermanescu. [Excerpts] [Bucharest 
SCINTEIA in Romanian 7 Mar 82 p 5] 


ERRITORTAL ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGE--The Council of State of the Socialist 
Republic of Romania decrees that Lleana Commune is transferred from lalomita 
County to Calarasi County. Annex to Law No 2/1968 on the territorial adminis- 
trative organization of the Socialist Republic of Romania, with subsequent 
modifications, is amended correspondingly. [Excerpts] [Bucharest BULETINUL 
OFTCIAL in Romanian Part I No 32, 29 Mar 82 p 1] 


CSO: 2700/2469 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


PROBLEMS OF RECRUITMENT FOR MILITARY SCHOOLS REVIEWED 
Belgrade FRONT in Serbo-Croatian 5 Feb 82 pp 9-11 


[Article by Zvonimir Pesic: "The Interest Is There, the Ecplanations Are 
Lack ing” ] 


[Text] On the initiative of the Coordinating Committee for Nationwide Defense 
and Secial Self-Protection of the SAWPY and the Federal Secretariat for N.- 
tional Defense, an interesting conference was recently held whose purpose was 
to elucidate matters related to young people's response to and selection for 
military schools and academies. This working agreement will serve as the ba- 
sis of long-term tasks in this area which will be performed in the coming pe- 
riod by all responsible public institutions. 


fhe tact that the number of applicants for military schools and academies has 
been declining slowly in recent years certainly deserves wider attention. The 
largest decline of interest has been recorded in the case of the Naval Acad- 
omy. Whereas 3.5 applicants competed for each cadet position in 1978, in 1980 
the ratio was only 1.5:1!7 


fhe disproportionate ethnic representation in recruitment of future military 
otticers is increasingly pronounced. Among the students of secondary military 
schools and academies there is a shortage of young men of Croatian, Slovenian, 
Albanian, Hungarian and certain other nationalities. There is a “surplus” of 
Montenegrins, Macedonians, Moslems and Serbs, as well as of those cadets who 
hove declared themselves to be Yugoslavs. The demand for proportionate ethnic 
representation of noncommissioned and commissioned officers arises out of the 
basic role of the YPA [Yugoslav People's Army] as the joint armed force of all 
ur nationalities and ethnic minorities, whose task it is to protect Yugosla- 
via's constitutional order and its territorial integrity. Since personne! 
policy is closely bound up with the ethnic character of our armed forces, it 
is inevitable that proportionate ethnic representation must be guaranteed at 
the top of the pyramid of army subordination (in command and directive posi- 
tions). Aad this principle can be consistently realized only if appropriate 
proportions are established at the “base” of the army pyramid. 


lo be sure, the ethnic composition of cadets of military schools and academies 
has improved somewhat in recent years, but the desired representation of Yugo- 
slavia's nationalities and ethnic minorities has not yet been achieved. To 
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this we should add that in certain of our regions there is always a low level 
ot response of young men to the military calling. The names of large centers 
like Ljubljana, Rijeka, Karlovac ... were "called out" at the conference. At 
the moment cadets of military academies do not include a single young man from 
97 opstinas in Yugoslavia, and in the case of secondary military schools the 
number goes even to 76. A true picture of regional representation can be 
vained from the datum that our country has a total of 516 opstinas. 


In spite of the difficulties arising in the process of filling vacancies in 
military schools, it should be said that over the last 6 years miiitary acad- 
emies have been filled at an average level of 110.4 percent, and secondary 
military schools at a level of 107.1 percent. It is an encouraging datum that 
the percentage of candidates enrolled for military academies whose grades are 
excellent was 29.1 percent in 1976 and rose to 40 percent in 1980. 


The social composition of future officers has also improved considerably. For 
example, the percentage of applicants enrolled from worker tamilies in 1976 
was 55.3 percent, while in 1980 it was 65.6 percent. 


It can be said without beating about the bush that a number of objective and 
subjective factors influence young men's response to attending school in mili- 
tary schools and academies. The calling of the YPA officer is among those oc- 
cupations regarded as complex and extremely strenuous by the public at large. 
That calling can hardly be compared with any profession in civilian life. 

lhis calling also necessitates extensive and unceasing psychophysical efforts 
and constant political-ideological, Marxist and professional military improve- 
ment at an advanced level. There are always numerous sacrifices that have to 
be made in the profession of the YPA officer. In the light of the ever 
greater exacerbation of the military and political situation in the world, it 
is an imperative of the present time that officers be well rounded. Commis- 
sioned officers are not only narrow specialists, but above all general mili- 
tary commanders directing combined formations that include components from 
various arms and services. Regardless of his narrow specialization, every of- 
ficer has an urgent need for technical sophistication and knowledge in both 
the natural and social sciences, as well as from a number of the so-called ap- 
plied general military and professional military scientific disciplines. The 
armament and technical equipment in units is so diverse, that even today the 
military academies have to give to officers the knowledge needed by engineers 
aside from knowledge "in their own field." Unless they are well versed in the 
relevant fields of knowledge, they will not be able to make optimum use of the 
available armament and equipment and train soldiers on that equipment. Nor 
will they be able to master new equipment in a short time. 


fhe Military Calling Is a Difficult One 


YPA officers are assigned the very responsible role of instilling in young peo- 
ple the glorious traditions of the National Liberation War [NOR] and the so- 
cialist construction of the country. They must keep up with present-day ad- 
vances in military psychology and adult education. That is the reason why pri- 
mary emphasis is put on the moral attributes of officers, such as devotion to 
principle, humanitarian attitudes, fairness, courage, responsibility, comrade- 
ship.... 
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r will it do any harm to mention that training in YPA units is conducted un- 
er varying conditions: both in the daytime and at night, in both summer and 
winter, ip good and bad weather. 


just as the organizational structure of the YPA is complicated and ramified, 
so the occupations (specialties) of officers are also very diverse. The sta- 
tistics record more than 70 different military specialists. Personnel in the 
YPA are mostly "led" along a so-called spiral. And that means that during 
their working years they go from one duty to another and are not tied just to 
one, which would signify vertical "development." It is here that the well- 
roundedness of military officers is manifested. The efforts in exercises, the 
taking oft watches are other difficulties of the military calling.... 


fhe Character of the Armed Forces as an Institution of the People 


Conversations had by people from the specialized services of sociopolitical 
communities and organizations of Slovenia with cadets from that republic who 
lett military academies showed that one very important thing to these young 
men was their first posting (after completing school). Without entering into 
analyses and assessments of the justifiability of the extent to which young 
people have a nostalgia for their native region, for the family hearth, for 
their comrades from childhood ... it is worth pointing up the fact that the 
YPA has never been, nor will it be, an army organized by republics or regions. 
The revolutionary character of our armed forces as an institution of the peo- 
ple, and thereby the character of its officer corps, arises out of the founda- 
tions of our socialist self-managing society, the political system based on 
selt-management and the power of the working class and all the working people, 
on the treedom of the nationalities, on brotherhood and unity and the inalien- 
ible right and duty of the nationalities and ethnic minorities, working people 
ind citizens to protect and defend the independence and sovereignty, terri- 
torial integrity and social system established by the constitution. Our ofti- 
cers, through long years of service, must become familiar with the different 
regions of our country, since a possible nationwide defensive war would be 
wazed on every foot of our homeland. It is not enough for the officers to 
know the terrain only on the basis of topographic maps, but they must be fa- 
miliar with possible battlefields in the course of various exercises and other 
tests ot combat readiness. 


But in spite of all this, we should emphasize that thought is already being 
viven in the Federal Secretariat for National Defense to the possibilities of 
statting certain structures on the so-called regional principle. Put crudely, 
the combat echelon would be separated for staffing purposes from the noncombat 
echelon. That in turn means that not only the vacancies envisaged for civil- 
ians, but also those envisaged for military personnel, would be staffed on a 
regional basis. This applies to certain rear services and other specific oc- 

ipations. It will, of course, take quite a bit of time yet before all the 
positive and negative effects of that step have been examined. The entire 
problem will be studied in the last detail before the normative acts are 
dratted and the plans are carried out. 
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Cadets who have broken otf their studies in military academies also state as 
one of their reasons lower money income than their comrades graduating from 
civilian universities. This especially applies to junior officers. From the 
second lieutenant, then, up through the captain first class. The same is the 
case with the personal earnings of noncommissioned officers. Noncommissioned 
otticers say that no one is calling for shortening the time which has to be 
spent in the lower ranks. It is far easier, they say, to wait for a higher 
rank than tor higher personal incomes. They feel that work in the initial 
years ot a soldier's career ought to be better rewarded. 


On Material Rewards 


fhe military calling naturally does call for still more appropriate apprecia- 
tion. Along those lines there is in the offing another revision of the pay 
system in the YPA under which performance will truly be the principal crite- 
rion tor material rewards and work incentives of all kinds. It is important 
to emphasize in this connection the ever greater presence of the consumer men- 
tality in our society, which is inevitably having its impact on the ranks of 
the military as well. A critical approach should be taken to this. After 
i(!}l, the aspiration for and habituation to an easy life and rapid enrichment 
cannot be motives of any healthy society. Every attempt to court that kind of 
mentality signifies “opening a bottomless treasury." At a time when condi- 
tions tor conduct of economic activity are more difficult, in a period when 
economic stabilization is one of our priority social tasks, officers must also 
be aware that our armed torces, as an integral part of society, must share the 
burden of stabilization with the working class and working people of Yugosla- 
via. Solutions can be sought only in an appropriate internal distribution. 

In particular, “productive” work in the armed forces should be rewarded still 
more. That is, the work of officers in the field. And officers in the junior 
ranks have precisely such responsible positions, almost without exception. 


Closely related to the response to the military schools and academies is the 
question of the prestige of noncommissioned and commissioned officers. Every- 
one must have a clear view to future promotion in the service. For a decade, 
say, in advance. This presupposes good performance as a condition, along with 
icgquiring the necessary theoretical and practical knowledge. This would be an 
exceedingly important incentive for aspiring to positions. An endeavor should 
i!so be made tor officers to be exposed more uniformly to changes of posts. 
fhere are cases when people work for two decades in garrisons affording all 
the necessary conditions. But there are also cases when individuals have been 
moved several times over that same period, and that to those garrisons which 
do not offer all the “blessings.” Still more consideration should be given to 
the education of children of active military personne] and to employment of 
their spouses. 


the military schools and academies must remain in the future the principal 
method of staffing the officer corps. It has been proven in practice that 
noncommissioned officers graduating from secondary military schools and en- 
rolling in the academy, as though by some rule, are more successful in all 
fields than those young men who have entered the academies from the general 
secondary military schools and also from the secondary targeted schools (from 
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whi they have graduated in civilian lite). Specific measures shall there- 

re be taken to enlarge the capacity of secondary military schools and to 

to the academies young men who have already acquired sergeant'’s rank and 

ire well along in learning their soldier's “trade.” The necessary number of 
tticers should also be replenished by training young men with the status of 
reserve military otficers--on contract. There have been proposals that in fu- 
ture a certain number of young men who have completed the nationwide defense 
whoo! at the university level should be enrolled in active military service. 


fhe normative acts which precisely define the criterion of the state of health 
o! candidates tor enrollment in military schools and academies will also be 
mended. It has been the practice up to now that if some defect is discovered 
in a candidate during an examination by a specialist, he is immediately sent 
home, even though not all the examinations have been completed. Work is being 
dome at a great pace in the medical corps to get new regulations adopted. 

More tlexible regulations will make it possible for candidates with insigniti- 
cant physical defects to become cadets. After the whole range of examinations, 
of course, a list will be drawn up of possible candidates, and from them those 
with the best state of health shall be selected. The new method shall not ap- 
ply in selection ot candidates for specific occupations which require irre- 


proachable health, such as pilots and certain other military professions. 
Forvettul Administrators 
Yroposals were also made at the conference that the commissioning of officers 


should be “taken out™ of the schools and organized in front of the Federal As- 
vwembly and held in the presence of the most responsible government, party and 
military leadership. 


the recruiting of future officers might also be done from the ranks of the 
ureat variety of public organizations. There are now over 8.5 million members 
taking an active part in them, Guidance might be given toward the military 

illing especially in the people's technology movement and the scout organiza- 
tion. Only it would be worthwhile to offer these organizations appropriate 
protessional and material aid. 


tell the truth, the information being provided concerning the military 
cilling is not what it should be in all quarters. In certain opstinas it does 
not wo beyond putting up posters announcing competitions in schools and youth 


clubs. Several participants in the debate (at the conference) said that the 
military calling is being popularized and information about it being furnished 
by people who do not know too much. It is not rare for responsible people not 
even to appear during the competition among pupils of elementary and secondary 
chools to ofter them the basic information and to satisfy their curiosity. A 
jority of people employed in opstina secretariats for national defense have 
ever set foot in military schools and academies, and therefore cannot offer 
valid intormation about the living and working conditions in these training 
ind educational institutions. 


lt conversations with possible candidates for military schools and academies 
were Organized with noncommissioned officers of the YPA (from a nearby garri- 
son), and if films were shown on the military calling and military schools, 
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the ettect would certainly be more favorable. Incidentally, this has already 
been shown by actual experience. 

Ihe people in opstina secr«tariats for national defense should also be re- 
proached in that after they have sent young men to military schonls and acade- 
mies, atter the pattern of our administration, they drop everything. They do 
not remember, for example, to send greetings to “their” young men, at least on 
Armed Forces Day. Nor would it cost them any additional effort to call the 
men during their vacation. To inform them about events in the commune and re- 
‘ion, to take advantage of their presence for conversations with the pupils of 
elementary and secondary schools. Potential candidates, this should be borne 
in mind, are most interested in receiving information at ftirst hand. 


Numerous excursions of pupils of elementary and secondary schools take young 
men through towns in which there are military schools and academies. Wouldn't 
it be worthwhile for the pupils to visit the educational institutions of the 
YVA, and tor them to become familiar on the spot with the life of a cadet and 
with the living and working conditions in military schools and academies? 

fhis would satisfy their curiosity, would add to their knowledge yet another 
wireness of an aspect of life, and some of them certainly would choose the 
catlting ot an otficer in the YPA,. 


Actions Conducted to Forums 


in providing information people often forget the role which the parents or 
tamily, as our basic social cell, have in the vocational guidance of pupils. 
When it comes to popularizing the military calling, still another circumstance 
does not tavor it. That is, the subject of nationwide defense is studied in 
the first year and the second year of secondary schools. There is every rea- 
son to continue the study of this subject, in the torm of several hours of op- 
tional instruction, in the senior year as well. In that way the instructors 
of this subject could guide young men with more affinity toward the military 
sciences into one of the academies. 


Yublic institutions for vocational guidance also have great importance when it 
comes to young men choosing the military profession. However, there is an ob- 
vious gap between what has been proclaimed and the actual situation. Let us 
illustrate this with the fact that in 1979 a popular brochure entitled “Where 
fo Go After Elementary School" was published in SR [Socialist Republic] Cro- 
itia. Literally in not a single word were the secondary military schools men- 
tioned in the pages of that publication as a possibility for the vocational 
commitment of graduates from elementary school. 


The popularization of the calling of a YPA officer, it was emphasized at this 
conterence in Belgrade, is especially done through forums. This question is 
ilways taken up in the bodies and commissions of sociopolitical organizations 
and communities. But when it comes to action in the “base,” it is inexplica- 
ble, nothing happens. One can therefore understand the demand by a large num- 
ber of participants in the debate for the questions of the orientation of pu- 
pils toward the military calling (on the basis of success in their previous 
school work, ethnic representation and moral and political a*tributes) to 

















more fundamental and continuous attention in future from all responsi- 
ic tactors. This presupposes a concerted etfort in the front of the 
zed socialist self-managing forces. That is, under the sponsorship ot 
tha ialist Alliance of Working People of Yugoslavia. Particular responsi- 
talls on the League of Communists of Yugoslavia and then on the youth 
ization and the Federation of Reserve Military Officers. 


ederal Secretariat tor National Defense will introduce still another in- 
tion in the field of monitoring the applications of young people for mili- 
iry schools and academies. An operational body which will be concerned with 
itters related to recruiting students for military schools will be made up o! 
representatives of interested administrations of the Federal Secretariat for 
National Detense. Within the personnel administration of the Federal Secre- 
turiat for National Defense an appropriate professional component will also be 
established whose exclusive task will be to monitor the situation, to carry on 
i constant analysis, and to issue recommendations for improvement of matters 
ot vital importance to providing the necessary personnel for our armed forces. 


LSU: 2800/3346 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


DEDIJER'S HISTORIOGRAPHIC APPROACH DEFENDED 
Belgrade KNJIZEVNA REC in Serbo-Croatian 10 Feb 82 p 4 


[Article by Ljubomir Kljakic, Belgrade: “Reconstruction and Idolatry of His- 
tory” ] 


[Text] Who are we? Where have we come from? Where are we going?--are ques- 
tions which unambiguously tie the undiminished interest of the public in "The 
Karamazovs™ of Jovanovic and Ristic, the appearance of “The Dialectical Anti- 
barbarus” of Miroslav Krleza in the journal KNJLVNOST (No 3, 1982) for the 
first time in nearly 43 years, and the unprecedented interest of readers and 
of certain professional, public and political bodies and figures in the re- 
cently published "Novi prilozi za biografiju Josipa Broza Tita” [New Contribu- 
tions to the Biography of Josip Broz Tito], whose author is the well-known 
Viadimir Dedijer. In a year in which the cost of living has risen by--approx- 
imately--45 percent (we are referring to 1981) we are confronted by a “para- 
dox": tickets to “The Karamazovs" at the Sava Convention Center in Belgrade 
are literally being grabbed up (650 seats per performance, at 180 and 110 di- 
nars), KNJLZEVNOST, No 3, “caught fire" on Tuesday, 12 January, when it ap- 
peared in Belgrade bookstores (70 dinars a copy), and “Novi prilozi ...," 

Vol 2, has sold 16,000 copies in Belgrade alone! (at a price of 1,300 dinars 
per copy!). 


For a society which cannot brag about its special attitude toward culture, art 
and the things of the spirit in general--neither concerning the so-called "ma- 
terial" support, nor concerning the level of democratic latitude--these fig- 
ures can only be encouraging. Especially when one realizes that this interest 
has been displayed for projects “related” in the most concrete way to modern 
Yugoslav history as the history of the struggle for socialism and sel f-manage- 
ment. Especially when one is mindful that the evaluation of what is called a 
society's “maturity,” the level of civilization to which it has "climbed," 
must include its actual willingness for the so-called “dark" and so-called 
“hushed-up" pages of its distant or recent history to be inquired into and un- 
derstood, 


The critical reassessment of Yugoslav society's own history (in the theater, 
in the writing of history, in literature, in social theory ...) can only make 
it richer by yet another area of its own freedom which has been conquered. 
Unfortunately, the protagonists of "revolutionary" idolatry, of a monolithic, 








atradictory, rectilinear, and pastoral “history” in which faultless heroes 
minated by the brilliant rays of the sun, with determination, optimism and 


miles on their taces, dedicated to the interests of the people, the [working] 
iass and socialism, march at a vigorous pace to seize a future which is shin- 
ine around the tirst corner, all at once find themselves confused, suddenly 


worried about the health of the so-called “younger generations,” are all at 
ready to state that the entire society, and especially those notorious 
.ewcalled “younger generations,” has not matured enough, that the process of 
maturation must go on longer, that additional explanations, clarifications and 
warnings are needed, in this altogether logical social situation.... 
That is the case here. The manuscript of “The Karamazovs," and more precisely 
its suthor Jovanovic, have been encountering awards and ideological disquali- 
(ications one alongside the other, and even that kind of “well-intentioned™ 
and “‘orotessional’ ‘criticism’” in which he was advised to flesh out the en- 
tire dramatic project with broader information about the historical context in 
which his heroes are active (it is well known that the time was 1948 and the 
subject the tragic tate of an individual party member in that year). Publica- 
tion of “The Dialectical Antibarbarus," undoubtedly one of the most important 
pieces ot Literary criticism in modern Yugoslav history, over which the myth 
ot untamillarity has hovered for decades, aside from its being accompanied by 
) rather tasteless public squabble over rights to the legacy, has also been 
sccompanted by an unambiguously expressed bitterness that this piece should 
have appeared without an “accompanying clarification” that would explain the 
“reasons” tor its having been written. As though there were no books (four 
have been published in just the last decade) or professional essays in the 
journals ottering that “clarification,” and that from different opposing sides. 


hor several reasons the so-called “controversies” related to “The Karamazovs" 
or “The Dialectical Antibarbarus” are off to one side from what has been hap- 
eri ati,’ with "Novi prilozi....” 


ihe reterence is to two books by Vladimir Dedijer with a total of 1,937 pages. 
fhe tirst contains a reprint of “Prilozi za biografiju Josipa Broza Tita” 
‘Contributions to a Biography of Josip Broz Tito], dating from 1953, Tito's 
"autobiography" published in 1952 in LIFE, Dedijer's 1952 “Preface to Foreign 
ditions,” and “Tito Speaks,” special chapters published as an integral pert 
"Prilogi ..." in the foreign editions (Chapters 22 through 25) and “Tito’« 
Meeting With Togliatti in 1946," a chapter published in the Italian edition of 
"Prilovi...." All of this runaing to 679 pages. The 1,258 pages of the sec- 
ond volume contain diverse pieces of historiography and memoirs offered to the 
comtemporary reader and stiil more to the contemporary historian as material 
tor retlection and further research, Most of the material is related to the 
National Liberation War [NOR] and the Revolution in the period 1941-1945. 


it is this second volume which has become the subject of universal debates, 
but, ond this is certainly without precedent in our public life, they have ex- 
tended even to the unpublished third volume, which, that is, even before it 
has been published (!), has been discussed most seriously in certain sociopo- 
litical torums, as the public has been punctually informed. 
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Atter all POLITIKA ceased to publish the responses of its readers to parts of 
lhdijer’s second volume, which were published in instal lments--reactions 
which, a5 we shall see later on, were more serious and dignified than the up- 
rear that followed--the “problematical” nature of Dedijer’s concern with his- 
tory was publicly proclaimed in the high forum of the Presidium of the Federal 
Conterence of the SAWP on 4 December 1981. On that occasion Dr Franjo Kozul, 
protessor (according to POLITIKA on 5 December), referring to Dedijer’s state- 
ment that “All information has been available to me,” put the question: How 
is it that that privilege can be enjoyed by a man who himself was in a way a 
dissident? 


Ihe reader of any intelligence will certainly conclude that Dr Franjo Kozul 
regards “availability of information” as a privilege which is in and of itself 
beyond question, even a necessity, so that the problem does not lie in that 
privilege “as such,” but in who enjoys it, and since that privilege has been 
enjoyed by a “man who was himself in a way a dissident,” the question is con- 
sequently put of the accountability of those who made it possible for a man 
whe “is himself in a way a dissident” to exercise that privilege. The problem 
ot the “openness of information” and of Dedijer's new “dissidence” in “some 
way” will undoubtedly become the leitmotif of subsequent examinations of his 
book. Kozul’s coordinates were made public during the discussion of the press 
in which Sime Kronja, who presented the introductory address, reproached the 
press even for such things as “dwelling too long” on the events in Poland and 
Iran (Jaruzelski took power in Poland less than 9 days after that criticism) 
and in “certain cases" for having “completely equated the two superpowers, 
even when that was not necessary, nor was it even objective”!!! (according to 
NIN, No 1615, 13 December 1981). 


fhis was followed by the following headlines in the daily press: “Seductive 
But Contusing Book" (commentary of Ivan Salecic broadcast on TV Zagreb on 

|) December, published in POLITIKA on 14 December 1981); "I Have Not Read 
Dedijer's Book” (Vjera Kovacevic's denial published in POLITIKA on 16 Decem- 
ber); “Om Dedijer'= Work in the Institute of Military History of the Yugoslav 
People's Army--Explanation of the Chief of the Archives ..." and "We Consid- 
ered the Verification Completed--Letter of the Publisher of ‘Novi prilozi ... 
(TANIUG, published in POLITIKA, 18 December 1981); “An End to Dedijer--Contri- 
butions for New Billions" (unsigned comment published in SVIJET, No 1230/1231, 
J8 December 1981); “Lacking Trse Measure and a Critical Attitude Toward Docu- 
mente” ("Round Table Discussion” organized by BORBA, according to TANJUG, pub- 
lished in POLITIKA, 7 January 1982); “The Book Cannot Go In the Library of the 
Yusxostav People’s Army” (report of TANJUG on the position taken by the Commis- 
tom tor Political Administration of the Federal Nationwide Defense Council on 
Vol 2 of “Novi prilozi ...") (according to POLITIKA EKSPRES, 12 January 1981); 
"Destruction of a Revolution Committed by Destruction of a Personality” (re- 
port on the debate in the Croatian Republic Conference of the SAWP concerning 
the third, unpublished volume of V. Dedijer) and “The War Veterans Are Seeking 
“Masioum Consensus" (report from the meeting of the Montenegrin Republic Conm- 
mittee of SUBNOR [Federation of Associations of Veterans of the National Lib- 
eration War] at which it was announced that “war veterans of Herceg-Novi had 
resolutely taken the position that Ivo Andric’s house would not be relinquished 
to Dedijer for ‘Russell's Court’ and withdrawing the hospitality extended to 


59 











in POLITIKA, 13 January 1982; “Erosion of the Morality and Ethics of the 
tion--War Veterans Embittered by Vladimir Dedijer’s Writing ..." (from a 
st the Presidium of the Federal Committee of SUBNOR of Yugoslavia--in 
‘KA, 15 January 1981).... In its issue on 14 January 1982 BORBA began to 
lish authorized transcripts from the “Round Table Discussion” concerning 
tedijer’s book, advertising--in a rather sensationalistic way--this feature 
eries on the television program devoted to advertising; NIN (No 1620, 17 Jan- 
uiry) published an article entitled “"Novi prilozi ...' Under Fire,” a kind of 
urnalistic dossier on the Dedijer “case” along with «riticism signed by 
dr Yusan Bilandzic under the eloquent title “What Is >: ing...." 


lew series of articles in the press--indicated here only partially--will un- 
loubtedly be extended further. In the meantime Cvijetin Mijatovic, and also 
Viedimir Bakaric, in an extensive interview for Vjiesnik's publications, have 
publicly distanced themselves from Dedijer‘'s book. As an interested reader i 
have read the first and notorious second volume of “Novi prilozi...." As in- 
deed is stated by the very title of these books, they contain new contribu- 
tions to Tito's biography. A comparison reading of the first and second vol- 


ernie learly indicates various, sometimes even major, contradictions and dis- 
crepancies not only between the 1953 “Prilozi ..." and “Novi prilozi ...,” 

but also between the 1953 “Prilozi ..." and the 1952 “Autobiography.” Are 
these contradictions and discrepancies--which, be it said, Dedijer himself 

lees not bear all the “responsibility"--an argument for a guilty verdict more 
or tess without appeal in which Dedijer's “being himself in a way a dissident" 


recurs as a leitmotif? Can Dedijer really be disqualified in the harshest 
tones tor allegedly having “destroyed the prestige” of the Revolution and 
‘ito? Can the multitude of hypotheses (Dedijer’s or those of some of the par- 
ticipants in the Revolution whose memories or documents Dedijer cites) be 
ike is an unambiguous intention to establish a distorted and falsified pic- 
tur ' the NOR? Can contemporary history be understood at all if the society 
established as a result of that history is not open to an examination of 
events which have been left crammed in private or official archives and the 
ries of the participants? 


| teel that the answer to the question put here can be only in the negative. 


liere is an example. Julijana Vrcinac, a historian, published a critical re- 
Jedijer’s work even in response to the feature article published in 
riKA. Under the title “Who Needs It?” in POLITIKA, 25 November 1981, 
‘ijana Vreinac, criticizing, as we said, Dedijer, said in part: “It should 
, iid that the communist Internationale did not recognize the Versailles di- 
vistom ef the world, nor indeed Yugoslavia, which it regarded exclusively as a 
creation of Versailles. it is in fact on that basis that from 1924 on it rec- 
ommended that it broken up. Taking up these views, in 1941 the Comintern ac- 
cepted the partition of Yugoslavia and worked to have the Croatian CP made 
eparate trom the CPY [Communist Party of Yugoslavia] in much the same way as 


t ti muniet Party of Bulgaria had done in Macedonia with its knowledge.” 
Vind she goes cat “The Comintern had its own reasons for endeavoring to sepa- 
rite the Communist Party of Croatia from the CPY and for operating through it 


in that area.” Another of Dedijer’s critics, Viadimir Bakaric in the inter- 
view mentioned (according to START, No 338, 2 January 1982), decidedly declares 
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om tlhe ime subject: “The Comintern, then, had no interest whatsoever in a 
division ot the Communist Party in Yugoslavia, nor could it have, since cre- 
itins 4@ party tor the so-called Independent State of Croatia would have meant 
recognition of the German occupation, which would have been illogical.” And 
further: “So, that entire chapter (the reference is to Chapter il of ‘Novi 
prilozi ...*--Lj. K.) in Dedijer’s book is based on the wrong premise and is 
topsy-turvy. As we see, it implies an attitude which is not justified by any- 
thing, one which is historically impossible and cannot be justified in histor- 
ical terms by anything (the reference is to the thesis mentioned concerning 
the Comintern's position against the territorial integrity of Yugoslavia dur- 
ing the war--Lj. K.). I know about Dedijer’s bias concerning the Croats and 
concerning the Soviet Union, which dates from way back, and I know that there 
is no point in trying to dissuade him trom it, since he can see no other ver- 


. ? 
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in taking these positions both Julijana Vrcinac and Vladimir Bakaric reter-- 
in critical terms--to Chapter 11 of “Novi prilozi ...," which is entitled "The 
Great Powers and the Partitioning of Yugoslavia." I confess that Dedijer's 
posing ot this problem (the attitude of the Americans, the Russians, the En- 
vlish and the Vatican toward events in Yugoslavia in the situation established 
in 1961) in Chapter 11] seems more acceptable to me, especially in the light of 
the broader treatment of the question in Chapter 13 ("Aloja Stepinac and Draza 
Mibajlovic as Representatives of the Extreme Wings of Croatian and Serbian 
Chauvinism") and Chapter 21 ("Tito's Struggle Against Spheres of Interest"). 


lt is true that this may also be a subjective and ultimately an altogether 
mauteurish judgment, However, even every subjective judgment, though it may 
be amateurish, is tormed on the basis of realizations of some sort. In the 


sea ot contradictory information, we choose according to the quantum and qual- 
ity ot the Line of argument presented. The wave of ideological disqualifica- 
tions of a historian “who was himself in a way a dissident” certainly cannot 


contribute to the endeavor to clear up the subject--and in the case of “Novi 
prilovi ..." the subject is the crucial 1941-1945 period--and to establish the 
authority of argument as the principal criterion for the making of judgments 
concerning events and personalities in those events. (!) The problem of 
Dedijer’s method of writing history is not a problem in the context of decent 
protessional criticism, be it ever so severe. The true measure--even of 
Dedijer's work--cannot, however, be arrived at by putting “a stop to Dedijer.” 
On the contrary, the current commotion about "Novi prilozi ..." is altogether 
counterproductive. Its only product is the myth of the alleged “revenge” of 

a historian who “is himself in some way a dissident,” and this is being done 
by establishing the inaccuracy of this or that historical datum (at best) or 
by a general disqualification of all 1,258 pages of Dedijer's second volume. 
No one is talking about the first volume published in any case. 


History, as we know, is not just a picture of contemporary social, political, 
economic and international ... reality, which, embellished, extends into the 
past. Men in history, even the greatest ones, are still men, and that is al- 
wives the case. The more important these men, the greater their impact on his- 
tory, the more significantly all that helps in grasping their humanness. Only 
in this way can a barrier be set up to all kinds of mystification, manipulation 
ind idolatry concerning great figures in history. 
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that “Novi prilozi ...” can only help a fuller understanding of Tito‘'s 


ity and of his role in modern Yugoslav history. In any case 
in 4 multitude of commemorative monographs in deluxe editions. 


t hey hel p 


‘. There is no book, not even, then, this one by Dedijer, which ex- 


- 


verything that could be and must be said. The dialectics of 


history 


the literary and scholarly record until all its potential is realized. 


le, 18 January 1982 
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tiently await the new projects aimed at reconstruction of our modern 
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